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Dear Parents

This year started with an assembly involving a coat hanger and two dirty running trainers, and is ending
with an assembly involving a table hand bike (have you ever seen one?). It has been quite a journey.

So, what has the 2025-26 academic year looked like for me?

It has been my tenth year as Head of Hazelwood, and in September I was in the best running shape of my
life. I was enjoying long runs and extensive woodland walks and feeling incredibly grateful for what my
body could do. Fast forward to the end of the year and I have found myself relearning different ways of
getting that endorphin high. Yes, chair aerobics is an actual thing! It also turns out that being an exercise
enthusiast with a fractured foot is not particularly unusual.

I will be honest; I allowed myself a few days of intense sulking, but then I remembered something we ask
of our pupils all the time. We ask them to be resilient, to bounce forward, not to become fixed in their
thinking and to keep looking for possibilities, even when things do not go to plan.

So, I went looking for the eighteenth camel.

If you remember our assembly from earlier in the year, the eighteenth camel was all about perspective and
finding a way forward when things seem impossible. Sometimes the solution is not immediately obvious.
Sometimes it arrives in a form we would never have expected. Sometimes it requires us to think
differently, ask for help, or simply accept that the route may need to change.

And here we are at the end of another academic year.

A year that, for me, has required compassion, courage and a healthy respect for how life can surprise us. A
year that has reminded me that whilst we cannot control everything that happens to us, we can choose our
response. We can choose our thoughts, our attitude and our actions. We can choose to look for the
eighteenth camel.

If I do not see you between now and the final day of term, have a wonderful summer. 

Lindie



Spotlight



HPA
The HPA’s Summer Fair was a great success with
nearly 200 people running in the very colourful
Colour Run! Thank you to everyone who came and
to those that volunteered to help setting up, on the
stalls and clearing away, it’s much appreciated! 

A special thanks to Oxted based architects Better
Pad who gave us a very generous contribution
towards the Pillow Bash inflatable.



Other News

Mrs Hardgrave recently hiked a half
marathon for cancer research along the
Jurassic Coat on Saturday 20  June. She
completed the hike for those we have lost
and for those still fighting. Please donate as
little or as much as you can to help find a
cure for cancer on her Just Giving page.

th

Thinking ahead to September? Our
second-hand uniform shop will be
opening for extra hours over the
summer.

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/clares-big-hike-68


Other News
Maths : UKMT Junior Kanagaroo

Following the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, sat by more than 90 Hazelwood pupils, we
were delighted to qualify for the prestigious follow on round, the Junior Kangaroo.

Maintaining a fine tradition of accommodating this paper during the Year 8 leavers trip,
Charlie and Callum were up before most in the hotel. Still a little chill in the air just before
7am, Callum elected to stay indoors whilst Charlie took his spot between the pool and the
beach in Barcelona.

Meanwhile, back at school, Will (Y6) who also qualified, was able to sit it during a mid
morning slot, to fit around his music exams.

Congratulations to all three, who received a Junior Kangaroo Certificate, including a
magnificent Bronze for Charlie and Silver for Will.



Hazelwood’s 2026 Interhouse TT Rockstars Competition

Hazelwood was transformed into a rock arena for the 2026 Interhouse TT Rockstars Competition!

The event was loud, exciting and full of fun, with rock music blasting, colourful props on display and
plenty of enthusiastic cheering from pupils and staff alike.

Every pupil who took part was brilliant, showcasing their impressive times tables expertise and
determination throughout the competition. The atmosphere was electric as competitors battled it
out to earn points for their houses.

A special mention goes to the top scorers for each house in every year group:
Year 2: Noah, Ernie, Eve and Charlie
Year 3: Sebastian, Cooper, Sophie and Thomas
Year 4: Lukas, Danny, Ethan and George
Year 5: Sidh, Alice, Emily and Mikhail
Year 6: Alex, Will H, Max B and Yuv
Year 7: Imogen, Isla, George and Leo
Year 8: Jack, Thomas, Charlie and Charlotte

An extra special well done goes to George in Year 4 and Yuv in Year 6, who were the top scorers
overall across the entire competition—an outstanding achievement!

We now eagerly await the final results, which will be announced in the final assembly. Until then,
keep on rocking those times tables!

Other News



Other News
Hazelwood is now a fully accredited Kindness Ambassador School
through the School of Kindness!

Through dedicated pupil-led initiatives, kindness-focused
workshops, and regular community acts of generosity, we actively
empower our children to lead with empathy and respect.

If you’d like to continue spreading kindness during the summer holidays, you can find further
details here. 

https://schoolofkindness.org/kindness-calendar-for-children


The Hub



The children have had fun learning about fairy tales. They have been very creative by making their own
pig mask, decorating a Hansel and Gretel house and gingerbread men. The children have been making
their own magic potions, little red riding hood tray and unwrapping ducks. They have also enjoyed
listening to fairy tale stories and singing animal songs. Blossom have also enjoyed porridge play with
different sized bowls, also doing some colour mixing and looking at different sized houses. We have also
had lots of fun in the garden with lots of water play and soft play.

We had a very hot week at nursery where we have been having fun in the paddling pools and lots of
other water play. The children have enjoyed homemade ice lollies in the garden. The children have also
been exploring cocoa powder and peas in the messy tray and finding frogs in the corn flour lake. Blossom
have also been very creative by making their own bunnies cardboard tube and mark making on picture of
Peter rabbit. They have also been using the climbing frame in the classroom. 

Nursery

Blossom

Maple class has enjoyed a wonderful week! Our theme has been “princesses and princes,” and the
children have been exploring various messy activities. They had a lovely time making their own
crowns to take home. With the warm weather, we've also made great use of the paddling pool,
measuring out water with jugs and playing with small sea animal toys!

Maple



Last week in Willow, our topic was Elmer the Elephant. The children had lots of fun exploring our make
believe jungle and have been playing in various messy trays filled with rainbow pastas, gloop and natural
materials. We have also been washing muddy elephants in soapy water using toothbrushes and sponges.
The children have been sponge printing with paints and salt to create their own mini Elmer the
Elephants.

This week in Willow, we have been reading 'A Squash and a Squeeze' story. The children have loved
marble painting to create their own eggs and have been making cow headbands. We have also been
rolling and cutting out shapes in play dough. The children have enjoyed matching animals heads and tails
together, colour matching jugs and counting soft animal toys. We also visited the big playground where
the children had fun riding on the trikes and climbing on the nursery play equipment. 

Nursery

Willow

This week, we enjoyed plenty of water play in the scorching heat. The children had a great time in the
paddling pool, and we even set up a slide to create a slip and slide, which they loved. Last week, we held
our sports day alongside our summer concert, and the children's performances were truly impressive,
making us extremely proud of them all. We also discussed transport, exploring the various ways we can
travel to nursery. Additionally, we created wonderful Father's Day cards. To top it all off, we practised our
kicking and bouncing skills with footballs and talked about the World Cup and the different countries that
participate in it.

Elm



Birch have had a lovely and very hot few weeks! They excelled in their summer concert, they all joined in
and sang their hearts out as well copied all of the actions too, they then took part in sports day, all of the
children ran as fast as they could and jumped over all of the hurdles too! The children celebrated the end of
their busy week with a photoshoot with a trophy and enjoying a yummy biscuit and their Friday night tea
in the garden! On top of all of this last week, the children were focusing their learning on the subject of
Holidays, they spoke about what holidays they enjoyed going on and also spoke about where they have
been with their families! This week, the children have been learning all about the World Cup and exploring
all of the countries that are taking part, they have been playing football with the Compare Bears in the
messy tray and completing flag puzzles too. As it has been a very hot week this week, the children have
been cooling off in the mornings in the paddling pool, not only have they enjoyed splashing their friends,
but have also loved splashing the teachers too. 

Last week, we had a fantastic time celebrating Sports Day and focusing on football! The children formed
their own teams, enjoyed kicking the balls, and completed a running circuit with hoops, along with throwing
bean bags and counting balls. They also had the opportunity to create our big England flag. The Hazel
children truly shone during Sports Day, showcasing their skills in running, jumping over hurdles, and
throwing. 

This week, we’re exploring holidays and the summer season! The children had a blast in the paddling pool
and with water play to cool off in the warm weather. It was lovely to see them sharing their holiday photos
and stories with the group with such confidence and enthusiasm.

Nursery

Birch

Hazel



The Pine class enjoyed plenty of farming activities in the lead up to our trip to Bocketts Farm. We played
imaginatively with the farm 'small world' resources and harvested vegetables in our sensory tuff tray...we
even had a milking station outside to practise our milking technique! We matched farm animals to their
produce, homes and young, which further underpinned our understanding. We had a marvellous day out
at Bocketts Farm, complete with animal handling, a tractor ride, a cute pig race and a lovely picnic lunch!
 
This week the pirates sailed into Pine class! The children delighted in reenacting swashbuckling
adventures against the backdrop of the pirate ship table, sunken treasure water tray and ‘Jolly Roger' role
play area. We used our fine motor skills to combine textures and materials to fashion pirate telescopes,
hats, eye patches and treasure maps, the latter being made to look very authentic by using moistened tea
bags to create a weather-beaten look. We shared tales from the high seas and listened to pirate shanties
too. We also brought this popular topic to life with a pirate dress up day too! 

We thoroughly enjoyed performing our Summer concert on the stage to our families, remembering all of
our words, associated actions and musical accompaniments. Brilliant! 

Pine

Nursery

Acorns have been sailing through the last two weeks as we explored the topic of Pirates! We enjoyed
many crafts such as making treasure maps, pirate ships out of paper plates and we painted parrots
using forks! The children engaged in building a pirate ship in the garden using large construction
pieces and they have been walking the plank too! We've been very busy with sports day and our
summer concert - it's amazing to see how well the children did and how much confidence they have
gained over the past year in Acorns. We wish all of the children the best for their future and we hope
they have a wonderful time starting their new journey at school! Have a lovely summer everyone! 

Acorns



Reception
Boats for the Gingerbread Man
Following on from receiving a letter from the Gingerbread Man to make him a boat to get safely
across the water, the children enjoyed designing and making their own boats. 

Music
The children enjoyed learning about the violin from one of their peers.



Year 1
Trip to Tilgate Park



Recorder Workshop

Year 2
We had some special guests visit us on Tuesday - the Caterham U3 Recorder Group. They came to
play with our Year 2 pupils with 5 different sized recorders within the group. The children had a
wonderful time learning and playing recorder with them!



Year 3
Maths
Mrs Nash's maths group have been using place value charts to
multiply by 10 and 100. 



Year 4
Science
As part of our Science learning, Year 4 have had a great time pond dipping! The children found 20 newts
(4 adults and 16 babies some with their gills on show still), water boatmen, pond skaters and a young
dragonfly larvae!



HISTORY

Year 5
Over the last 2 weeks, Year 5 have been on two field trips in support of their study of World War 2.
On Tuesday 16  of June, we travelled to Take Shelter in Brighton. The children visited the
underground air raid shelter and museum, handled artefacts and listened to the experiences of
wartime evacuees in a series of workshops and presentations. In the afternoon, we took advantage of
the good weather and headed to Preston Parks for a game of Rounders and an ice cream.

th

On Tuesday the 23  June, Year 5 visited the Limpsfield Air Raid Shelter. They had a talk in the
Shelter, learnt about the Blitz attacks and the defence of London, and saw the Spigot Mortar and
Learnt about the Home Guard.

rd of



TRIP TO LEGOLAND

Year 5
Year 5 had the best day at their robotic workshop and then managed four rides at Legoland. Great job
Year 5! 



DT

Year 5
Y5 have completed their timber bookend. They used a mitre saw to cut the angel and make an accurate
frame. 

They also designed the insert and looked at pop art for inspiration. 



RESIDENTIAL TO GROSVENOR HALL

Year 6



IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM TRIP

Year 8



BUGSY MALONE

Year 8



🏅 COUNTY ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2026 🏅
A fantastic day for Hazelwood athletes with outstanding performances, medals, records, and multiple County
Champions and National Final qualifiers.
🥇 County Champions ⭐ Raffy Record – U10 Boys Shot Put (7.12m)
 ⭐ Nieve – U10 Girls Discus (13.60m)
 ⭐ George – U11 Boys Long Jump (3.65m)
 ⭐ Florencia – U14 Girls 75m Hurdles (12.70)
 ⭐ Tabby – U12 Girls Long Jump
 ⭐ Francesca – U12 Girls Discus
 ⭐ Layla – U13 Girls Shot Put
 ⭐ Josh Taylor-Smith – U12 Boys Discus
🥈 Silver Medallists 
⭐ U10 Boys 4x100m Relay Team
⭐ U12 Girls 4x100m Relay Team (Heat win 1:00.58)
🥉 Bronze Medallists 
 ⭐ Danny – Long Jump
 ⭐ Kassie – Shot Put
 ⭐ Lilah – High Jump
 ⭐ Tabitha – 150m
 ⭐ Callum – 200m
🌟 Standout Performances 
 ⭐ Noa – Record-breaking U10 Boys Javelin Champion (19.25m)
 ⭐ Molly – 2nd in Discus
 ⭐ Florence – 3rd in 600m
 ⭐ Joe – 5th in 1500m
🏃‍♂️ Relay Highlights 
⭐ U12 Girls – 3rd in Final
⭐ U12 Boys – 5th in Final

A brilliant day of excellence from every Hazelwood athlete 💙💛
🏟️ National Finals Qualifiers – Alexander Stadium, Birmingham
We are incredibly proud of our athletes who have earned the opportunity to represent Sussex at the
National Finals:
⭐ Tabitha – U12 Girls Long Jump
 ⭐ Francesca – U12 Girls Discus
 ⭐ Max – U12 Boys Shot Put
 ⭐ Joshua – U12 Boys Discus
 ⭐ Leo – U13 Boys Long Jump
 ⭐ Milo – U13 Boys Javelin
 ⭐ Layla – U13 Girls Shot Put
 ⭐ Florencia – U14 Girls 75m Hurdles

Sport
Athletics



Sport
Athletics

To see athletes progressing from heats through to finals, breaking records, and performing
under pressure on the biggest stage in county athletics is something to be immensely proud of.

Well done to every Hazelwood athlete who competed 



Sport
Reception - Year 2 Sports Day



Sport
Swimming

Record-Breaking Splashes at the Hazelwood Swimming Championships 2026!

The energy at the pool was electric for the finals of the Hazelwood Swimming Championships 2026.
With temperatures outside soaring to a scorching 35°C under blazing blue skies, the heat wave
sweeping across the grounds was matched only by the blistering pace inside the pool. While the
spectators melted in the stands, our swimmers turned the intense heat into pure fuel, delivering one of
the fastest, most explosive galas in Hazelwood history.

This year’s championship reached unprecedented heights, showcasing the incredible depth of talent,
determination, and cooling composure across our swim squad. An astonishing 96 children initially dived
into the pool for the preliminary heats, racking up over 180 entries across five disciplines. After fierce
qualification rounds, the field was narrowed down to 65 finalists who stepped up to the blocks to
compete for the coveted gold, silver, and bronze medals.

Turning Up the Heat: The Ultimate Peak Performance
The story of the finals was one of staggering individual progression despite the oppressive weather. An
incredible 30 individual personal best times were shattered between the afternoon heats and the
evening finals, proving that our athletes thrive under pressure.
Among the standout achievements, Ralph L (Year 6) delivered a masterclass in the Individual Medley,
slicing a massive 6.57 seconds off his heat time to finish at a blistering 46.08. On the girls' side, Imogen
Z (Year 4) displayed phenomenal explosive power in her Freestyle final, dropping nearly three seconds
from her qualifying mark to touch the wall in just 20.78.

 A Historic Night: 12 School Records Melt Away!
Our swimmers didn't just chase medals; they completely rewrote the Hazelwood history books. We can
proudly confirm that 12 school records were broken during a single historic session of racing:

Year 3 Boys: 
Cooper K enjoyed a sensational double-record night, rewriting the 30m Frontcrawl record in 25.47
and the 30m Butterfly record in a rapid 28.35. 
Max K also etched his name into the books, setting a new 30m Breaststroke record of 31.78.

Year 3 Girls:
Sienna A stormed home in the 30m Frontcrawl, setting a brilliant new school record of 22.75.

Year 4 Girls: 
Imogen Z added to her spectacular evening by claiming the 30m Backstroke school record with a
time of 23.08.



Sport
Swimming

Year 5 Boys: 
A powerhouse year group saw three separate records fall. 

Noah V took the 30m Backstroke record in 24.57
Harper S claimed the 30m Breaststroke record in 26.41
Freddie C flew to a new 30m Butterfly record of 23.14.

Year 5 Girls:
Scarlett P put on a dominant display 30m Breaststroke, lowering her own previous school record down
to an incredible 26.80.

Year 6 Boys:
Max C standard-set, breaking two long-standing records in the 30m Frontcrawl (19.09) and the 30m
Butterfly (21.48). 
Ralph L completely smashed his own previous 4x1 I.M. school record, resetting the benchmark at a
46.08.

The dedication, effort, and resilience on display from every single swimmer on such a hot summer day
was absolutely outstanding. You swum fast, you kept your cool, you left it all in the pool, and you made
the entire Hazelwood community incredibly proud. 

Huge congratulations to our 2026 Champions!



LIBRARY OPENING DATES DURING THE SUMMER HOLS

Library

OVERDUES

The Library will be open during the summer holidays on the following dates and times:

Wednesday 22  July & Thursday 23  Julynd rd

Wednesday 12  August & Thursday 13  August Between the hours of 8.00am & 5.00pmth th

It's that time of year when all library books need to be returned or renewed before the summer holidays
to avoid the £3 charge per book. For those pupils leaving in Years 6 and 8 please make sure all your
books are handed back into the library by Friday 3rd July. For all other pupils please make sure that
your books are stamped with the GREEN date stamp dated 7th September 2026 before you take off for
the summer holidays.

Remember you can check the library management system Accessit to see what books your
child/children have out. All books taken out from Monday 15th June will have a green stamp and
therefore will be fine until we return back to school from the Summer holidays.  

If you need any assistance with this please do email me on: wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com

RECEPTION - YEAR 2 BOOK SALE
Pupils are invited to bring in a new or nearly new book to swap in the book sale on the 29  and 30  of
June. Alternatively, they can bring in a £1 and purchase a new book that has been donated. Full details
were sent to Parents in these year groups on Wednesday 17  June. Hopefully there will be lots of
happy smiley pupils coming home ready to read their newly purchased book.

th th

th

FIRST NEWS

Research consistently shows that six weeks without reading during the long summer holidays can
set children back by months, so First News, the UK’s award-winning newspaper for kids, is once
again offering The First News Summer Reading Scheme. A free initiative for all pupils that gives
them full digital access to the award-winning children’s newspaper, with all its age-appropriate
news, puzzles, quizzes and daily stories via the First News app throughout the holidays starting
starts on Thursday 9th July. What’s even better - its screen time parents can trust! 

https://uk.accessit.online/hzl02/#!dashboard
mailto:wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com
https://www.firstnews.co.uk/summerreading/


Library
SUMMER READING CHALLENGES
We will be running two reading challenges as always - the National Libraries challenge 'Read to the
Beat'- where you read up 6 books or more, and our Hazelwood School challenge - which for this
summer is a musical passport challenge. Please do try to encourage your child/ren to take part as
reading is a life skill as it keeps the brain active and also supports our Mental Health Wellbeing, and of
course collecting beats means collecting prizes. Forms will be available for both challenges in the last
week of term. 

Linda from Oxted library will be coming into school on Monday 6  July to talk to the pupils in reception
up to year 5 about the National Libraries reading challenge.

th



Notices



Notices



Notices

👨‍🔧🛠️ HANDYMAN HENRY is BACK this summer! 🔨
👨‍🔧

Alongside our brand new theatre workshop (studio
space available to hire soon) and our rental stuff I am
back on the tools this summer.

🖌️House painting, sheds, walls, downstairs loos!

🪛 Got that painting that needs to be hung or that door
that needs fixing?

Landscaping! Grass needs cutting, new flowerbeds or
fencing?

Please send me a message I’ll be right your way! 📞+44
7593 949851

henry@henryandersoncreative.co.uk

mailto:henry@henryandersoncreative.co.uk


Notices



Notices

Term time Bootcamp Classes

9-10am Mondays and Thursdays at Holland Park (Mill
Lane). 

£8 PAYG sessions or cheaper if you pay for the half term
block. 

A friendly ladies group, all welcome. 

Text Rachel Nixon 07891 264331 if interested.



Notices

Mention Hazelwood and get ½ price off your first class!Mention Hazelwood and get ½ price off your first class!Mention Hazelwood and get ½ price off your first class!Mention Hazelwood and get ½ price off your first class!

Summer Camp Offer 

As an added bonus, they’re offering 10 children
aged 9+ the opportunity to receive a
complimentary place at an Exsportise
residential sports camp this July/August, which
takes place on the beautiful Worth campus.

Full details can be found at
www.exsportise.co.uk. These places are
available on a first-come, first-served basis
across a small number of schools we are
partnering with. 

Families interested in applying should email
(lcoyne@worth.org.uk) as soon as possible. This
offer is available regardless of whether you are
able to attend the Open Day. Available sports
are basketball, dance, football, tennis and
rugby. 

https://us-east-2.protection.sophos.com/?d=exsportise.co.uk&u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5leHNwb3J0aXNlLmNvLnVr&i=NWIzZTI1OWYxYmQxZGQxMzU3NzlhNjEz&t=M0xNOU5zOUdhTkpmQmFoZEx1N0hrUEhxQlRmM2FzNW5IRi9TeVkwandtMD0=&h=c375d416a16b4716902db927653b8f9d&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVZhgaak04cp47Ua_1cmkx5b5DuK0nS6hV6rw4qJwDjv4w
mailto:lcoyne@worth.org.uk
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