
20TH MARCH 2026

Follow us on our social channels for 
regular updates on school news!

                      
               @hazelwoodschooloxted

               @hazelwoodschool.co.uk
                     
             @hazelwoodschoolsport

This week at Hazelwood, our school community came together to take part in Neurodiversity
Celebration Week, a global initiative that challenges stereotypes and misconceptions surrounding
neurodevelopmental differences and learning disabilities.

Our focus has been on recognising and respecting that every mind works differently. As a
community, we are committed to ensuring that our neurodivergent pupils feel seen, supported, and
never alone, while also fostering a deeper understanding of neurodiversity across the whole school.

The week began with a whole-school assembly, where children were introduced to the concept of
neurodivergence and explored key facts and statistics about how many people think and learn
differently. Later that day, pupils watched a powerful film created by children and staff, sharing
personal experiences of autism, ADHD, and dyslexia. Staff also engaged in meaningful discussions
during Monday evening's meeting, collaborating to share effective strategies to support our
neurodivergent learners.

Throughout the week, pupils have taken part in a range of immersive activities designed to deepen
their understanding. These included solving coded puzzles, adapting to changing instructions,
completing tasks while managing sensory distractions, and experiencing upside-down reading and
mirror writing. These activities offered valuable insight into the diverse ways in which people
process information and navigate the world.

The conversations sparked by this week’s learning have been truly thoughtful and inspiring. There
has been a clear shift away from viewing neurodivergence as simply a ‘label’, towards a richer
understanding of individual cognitive experiences and how we can best support one another as a
compassionate and inclusive community.

Best wishes,
Lynsey
Deputy SENCo
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Dear Parents,



Spotlight

Luella in Year 5 has been making fantastic
progress in her times tables.

She has been practising incredibly hard and
is scoring higher than ever in TT Rockstars
and has recently achieved an impressive 25
out of 25!

Her Maths teachers are so proud of her!

Well done Luella!

Levi has recently been competing in the Cubs
quiz. His team of six made it through to the
Surrey regional finals and they won a few
weeks ago (tied with Guildford)! 

This is the first time a team from the Hurst
Green pack have won.

Well done Levi!

Jessica took part in a gymnastics competition
on Sunday 1st March. 

She came 3rd in her age category across the
bars, beams, floor, vault skills as she
represented Croydon Gymnastics. 

Well done Jessica!



Other News
HPA Diary Dates
Friday 8  May - Quiz night for all parents from 7:30pmth

Friday 22  May - Disco for Years 2 - 4nd

Saturday 13  June from 12pm - Summer Fair with colour runth

Soundcastle supports families in challenging circumstances and people on a journey of
mental health recovery through the power of music making. It’s amazingly impactful work
and it takes a huge amount of energy to fundraise and keep the music flowing. 

They have been selected to take part in the **Big Give – Arts for Impact campaign** — a
fantastic opportunity that will *double* the impact - which means for every £1 donated,
they will receive £2.

The campaign closes on Tuesday 24th March. Their target is to raise £8000 to support
their amazing People’s Music programme!

It’s an incredible chance to amplify the joy, connection, and hope that their music-making
brings to people navigating some of life’s toughest moments. If you can make a donation
and show your support, they would be incredibly grateful!

https://soundcastle.co.uk/
https://donate.biggive.org/campaign/a05WS000009reDSYAY


The children have been doing lots of fun activities around mummies and listening to the book Guess
How Much I love You. The children have been very creative this week and they have been making
their own handprint flowers for their mummies for mother day. They have also been painting their feet
to make bunnies and putting spots on lady birds. The children also enjoyed doing a mummy hunt
where they had to find the photo of their mummies. In the messy tray they have been making their
own love potions and playing with red spaghetti. 

We have also been learning about Jack and the Beanstalk, where we have been creating a giant
beanstalk and painting a giant castle. The children have also been using tweezers to explore a giant
beanstalk in the messy tray and washing golden animals. They have also been threading pictures of
harps and planting cress seeds. The children have enjoyed playing with the castle small world and
stamping feet like giants.

Nursery

Blossom

Maple has had a wonderfully busy week! We’ve been exploring the garden and enjoying
the lovely weather together. This week, the children baked some delicious shortbread
biscuits for Red Nose Day and celebrated St Patrick’s Day by making their very own
shamrock sun catchers!

Maple



Nursery

Last week in Willow, our topic was The Rainbow Fish. The children had lots of fun exploring arts and
crafts, creating their own fish by printing with bubble wrap and paint and dying cotton pads using
pippets and food colouring. We have also been matching coloured Pom poms to the scales on a
rainbow fish. The children have loved exploring various messy trays with hidden sea creatures in
coloured pasta and oats.

This week, we have been reading "A book with a bite!" This is one of the children's favourites and
they have loved listening to the story within a group. The children have made some musical shakers
using rice and lentils and have been exploring the sounds they make. We have been sorting ducks into
colour groups and have been counting crocodiles teeth. The children enjoyed visiting Birch's garden
for a change of scenery and to explore their garden toys, trikes and balls. 

Willow

This week in Elm, we have engaged in numerous activities related to St Patrick’s Day, alongside
celebrating Red Nose Day on Friday. The children thoroughly enjoyed dressing in green on Tuesday to
kick off our St Patrick's Day festivities. They coloured shamrocks and rainbows using bingo pens, and
later ventured outside for a shamrock and gold coin hunt, which was great fun. On Friday, the children
donned red in honour of Red Nose Day and looked fantastic.

Last week, our discussions centred around space and Mother’s Day. We introduced the children to the
names of the planets in our solar system and watched a short video of a rocket launching into space.
We talked about the roles of astronauts, what they wear, and what is found inside a rocket. The
children also created lovely Mother’s Day cards, incorporating their handprints.

Elm



Birch have had a lovely few weeks taking part in lots of fun activities. Last week we focused on lots of
different science activities and experiments! The children began making their own gloop by mixing
water and cornflour together and stirring it using spoons, they then began making their own
predictions about another experiment in which they explored what would happen when they placed
coloured water into clear water using pipettes. This week, Birch have been exploring different
celebrations which include St Patricks Day and Red Nose Day. 

They have all decorated their own red and green biscuits using icing and sprinkles. They have also
taken part in dress up days where they enjoyed dressing up in red and green clothing. The children
have also made their own St Patricks Day cards to take home to their families. Birch have also loved
playing in the sunshine on the trikes and exploring the water play too!

Hazel
The children had a wonderful time exploring the topic of farm animals and their families. With Mother’s Day
approaching the following week, we decided to shift our focus to "Our Family," incorporating activities
related to this special occasion. To kick off, we started some planting activities, allowing the children to create
lovely gifts for their mums to take home. We also provided a variety of materials for them to design their own
heartfelt cards. Throughout the week, we enjoyed the book "Guess How Much I Love You," which sparked
sweet conversations about their love for their parents. During circle time, the children shared how many
members are in their families and drew pictures representing them. As we wrapped up our Mother’s Day
celebrations, the children expressed a keen interest in superheroes. This led us to explore the topic
"Superheroes." 

We began the week by reading "Supertato" and set up a small world tray featuring ice and peas for the
children to break apart, which they found great fun. Through various materials, they also crafted their own
superhero creations and were encouraged to describe what superpowers they would possess. Most of them
said they would use their powers to rescue people! The Hazel group had a fantastic time using their drawings
to invent their own superhero characters and will dress up as their favourite superheroes on Thursday.

Nursery

Birch



The children in Pine class had their literacy skills really put to the test during our topic on 'Traditional
Stories'. We read lots of children's favourite tales which highlighted their comprehension, recall and grasp
of how a story is structured. They enhanced these disciplines by sequencing story cards, reenacting
narratives against the backdrop of the 'small world' table, tuff tray and role play area and recounting some
familiar storylines in their own words during circle time. This theme was seamlessly extended into our
'Jack and the Beanstalk' focus, which also provided an opportunity for the children to sow their own
broad bean seeds and understand what seeds, plants and flowers need to grow. We will enjoy
investigating any changes that occur over time. The children explored these concepts further via sensory
play in the garden tuff tray and by sequencing the stages of a bean's life cycle. 

Other special dates celebrated in Pine class included Mother's Day, when every child made a beautiful
card and spoke about why they loved their mummy, plus 'Red Nose Day', which we will enjoy supporting
at the end of the week with some class, and whole nursery, fun activities. 

Pine

Nursery

Over the past two weeks, Acorns have been wonderfully busy! With our first topic of Jack and the
Beanstalk, we all worked together to create a giant beanstalk! Everyone joined in to place colourful,
numbered leaves to the top. It was such a fun collaborative effort!

This week, we enjoyed the sunny weather while exploring the story of A Squash and A Squeeze. The
sunshine brought smiles to our faces, and we wrapped up the week with an exciting trip to our local Oxted
library! It was a great experience for everyone as we learned about the role of librarians and discovered
what libraries are for, followed by a lovely story read by one of the librarians!

Acorns



Reception
Animal Presentations

Hotchpotch Animals

The children enjoyed talking about their pets or favourite animals to their friends.

Following on from reading a story called, “Little Hotchpotch”, the children created
unique animals! Can you guess which animals they have included?



Reception
Penguin Art

Small World
Working collaboratively with the small world animals, many different scenes were created.
This shows the penguins watching a Rock and Roll Show performed by other animals!



Year 1
In Literacy, we have been focusing on using -er and -est to compare, particularly when describing new
and old toys. The children have also been practising their sentence writing skills and applying these in
their work. As part of our History learning, the children created a timeline of toys across the classroom,
ordering them from oldest to newest.

In Science, we have continued our learning about animals, focusing on mammals and reptiles. The
children have enjoyed identifying features and beginning to group animals. In Maths, we have been
exploring picture graphs and tally charts. The children even visited different classrooms to gather data
about favourite animals, which they then used to create and interpret their own graphs.

In Computing, the children have been learning to use Bee-Bots. They created Bee-Bot art, designed
their own treasure maps, and explored programming the Bee-Bots to follow routes.

We have also been busy preparing for our Spring Show. The children have been working especially hard
in Music, learning songs and memorising their lines. 



Trip to Chiddingstone Castle

Year 2
Year 2 had a fantastic trip to Chiddingstone Castle.

They enjoyed many activities such as an Egyptian tour,
a castle tour hunt, dressing up and even having a go at
mummifying one another!



Year 3
Maths
Year 3 have been outside this week, playing what's the time Mr Wolf, to practise telling the time and
also finding angles, using our home made angle finders. 

Kent Life Trip
Year 3 had a fabulous trip to Kent Life to start their Victorian life and History of Hazelwood project.
They learnt a lot about Victorian schools and the jobs the children would have been expected to do.
They are very much looking forward to taking their parents on their tours of Hazelwood next week. 



Year 4
Science
Exploring different states of matter and how heating and cooling change the state of chocolate 🍫



Year 4
Trip to Kent Life
Year 4 had a brilliant day at Kent Life learning all about the Romans 🏛️ 🏺The children got to make
leather amulets, learn about life as Romans in Britain, create Roman roads, learn about the Celts and
Boudicca and meet a centurion and practise the testudo formation! A super day full of exciting and
interactive sessions!



Year 4
DT
Year 4 in DT are learning how to use new hand tools. This
week they have used a hand drill, countersink, screw and
screw driver, nails and a hammer and a junior hack saw.
They have started to build their robot with timber to
create a face. Well done year 4, excellent DT skills.



DT

Year 5
Year 5 have been busy working on their abstract
art designs, cutting and shaping their wood with
coping saws and the belt sander. They made a
prototype in card and now are making it out of
timber. They have been working incredibly well
using new tools and machinery. Their designs are
coming together and showing clear links to their
inspiration artist, Kandinsky. 



KINDNESS COLLECTIVE

Year 5
Year 5 had a special visit from a
wonderful grandparent who came
in to help Year 5 learn how to
crochet! 🧶💛

The children have started making
crocheted crème eggs to deliver to
our local hospital’s children’s ward
in time for Easter.

They may not have much time, but
with lots of enthusiastic little
fingers working together, we’re
sure they can spread a little Easter
kindness!!



POETRY COMPETITION

Year 5
This term, all Year 5 pupils have chosen a poem that they enjoy to learn off by heart. With topics
ranging from friendship to war and pets to memories, it has been a real treat to hear every pupil
performing their poem aloud. Our class winners enjoyed a finalists' competition in the library. Sadly,
our visiting adjudicator is unwell, so Mrs Wisniewski stepped into the role - which isn't easy! Every
performer did themselves proud and performed clearly with real understanding of their chosen poems. 

After lots of discussion, there were 4 equal winners:
Lilah B: The War by Michael Rosen
Luke B: Homework by Jack Prelutsky
Noah V: On the Ning Nang Nong by Spike Milligan
Immy H: Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker by Roald Dahl

Well done to everyone - and keep enjoying poetry! 



Year 6
Maths
Mrs Keen-Ward’s Year 6 maths class enjoyed a lesson outside in the sunshine, collecting
data to calculate the speed of their paper aeroplanes. 

We have also been looking at data from the 2025 Formula 1 to calculate the speed of
different racing drivers and the distance of different tracks.



Year 6
Maths
Continuing their studies relating to speed, distance and time, could there be any better
way to understand the formula for average speed across 2 journeys than collecting one’s
own multiple journey data going down the slide!?

It also offers a great opportunity to work with spreadsheets, practising the use of
formulae for calculating cell values.



Year 6
Shrek Production
Year 6 performed Shrek to their friends and families this week and what a brilliant production it
was! Well done to all of the performers, backstage crew and our Head of Drama, Mrs Bovingdon!



GEOGRAPHY RIVER FIELD TRIP

Year 7
Year 7 had a great time experiencing some hands - on geography when they spent the day 
investigating the course of the River Tillingbourne. They learned some valuable geographical skills as
well as building on their knowledge from the classroom. 



SCIENCE COMPETITION

Year 7
Some of our Year 7 pupils attended a science competition at Cottesmore School yesterday. 104 pupils
entered from several independent schools with various creative science projects.

Layla Z went through to the second round and our proud winner was Theo J.

Theo tested the idea that temperature may affect the life of an iPhone's battery. He concluded that it
does! 



SCIENCE COMPETITION

Year 7



ELECTIVES

Year 8
The new Sound of Music Elective is proving lots of fun!

They have been enjoying singing along to the film and crafting little goat puppets. Next will be
baking apple strudel and making play-clothes out of curtain material.

BEDE’S MODEL UN CONFERENCE
On Tuesday, we were delighted to welcome students from Bede’s School, who delivered an engaging and
thought-provoking session for our Year 8 pupils focused on the work of the United Nations. The visit
provided a fantastic opportunity for our students to deepen their understanding of global issues through a
hands-on, interactive approach.

The Bede’s students led a mini UN conference, where our pupils took on the roles of delegates representing
different countries. Each student was tasked with speaking on behalf of their assigned nation, applying real
UN conventions and debating a challenging motion: whether all countries should have access to space
exploration. This encouraged pupils to think critically, consider different perspectives, and develop their
public speaking skills.

We were particularly impressed by the confidence and clarity shown by many of our delegates. Students
spoke articulately, presented well-reasoned arguments, and listened to others. After a lively debate, the
motion was passed, and in keeping with UN protocol, everyone was allowed a round of applause.



Year 8
BEDE’S MODEL UN CONFERENCE



Sport
Fish Out of Water (Lifesaving)

Our pupils had a brilliant time at the Surrey Schools Lifesaving Competition – Fish Out of Water. 

The event was full of energy, teamwork and plenty of smiles, with pupils tackling a range of
lifesaving challenges both in and out of the water. It was fantastic to see them applying their
swimming skills in new ways, learning important rescue techniques and building confidence along
the way.



Library
Author Visit - Josh Lacey
On Friday 13 we were visited by the author of the Dragonsitter, Hope Jones and time travel twins' series
Josh Lacey. He held an assembly with the pupils from Year 1 - 5 talking about his books and how and why
he became an author, following that he held a workshop with Years 3 & 4 showing them how to start and
what to include in their writing of stories which they then went on to write. with the Reception pupils he
read them his story Pet Potato and then read his new book The Dinosaur Trap, which does not come out
until the summer.

th  

This is one of the stories that was started by Charlie K in Year 4:
 
Max and Janet were twins. Max was finishing off his project on the Russian revolution; he was stuck on facts on
Tsar Nicolas II. Just then his sister Janet ran in and said, 'I finished my homework ages ago.' 'You mean as far back
as the Russian Revolution' Max joked. 'Well, I'm going to put your terrible homework in the washing machine so
bye bye!.....' A few minutes later max walked over to the washing machine with his guard down and reached into
the machine. In an instant Janet pushed him in and the machine began to whirr. Max always though the AD & BC
on the machine meant Air Dry and Be Clean but now he wasn't so sure, then everything went black.......
  
Charlie please do tell us what happened next...



The Easter reading challenge this year is an Easter Reading Tree. Every time you read a book, comic,
magazine, newspaper, set of instruction write it on the leaf sheet then colour it in, cut it out and add it
to your tree. See how many leaves you can collect over the holidays. Please make sure your form is
signed off by a parent and returned to the library by the 28  April.th

Happy reading!

Library

Easter Reading Tree Challenge 2026

Overdue Library Books
Please don’t forget to return or renew all those overdue books before we break up for Easter or by
Wednesday 25  March to avoid the £3 charge per book. Please remember you can check the library
management system Accessit (https://uk.accessit.online/hzl02) to see what books your
child/children have out. All books taken out from now have a green stamp and therefore will be fine
until we return back to school from the Easter holidays. For further information email Mrs
Wisniewski at wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com

th

https://uk.accessit.online/hzl02/#!dashboard


Library
Easter Reading Tree 
Challenge 2026

Example of the reading 
tree with leaves on...



Library
Children’s Book Charity
Time to have a clear out of books over Easter. Please send any children’s books that are in excellent
quality, new or nearly new to the Hazelwood School Library so we can send off some books to children
who never get to see or own their own books. Books can be anything from board books right up to
Young Adult books. You can drop off books by arrangement with Mrs Wisniewski on
wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com or by dropping them into the school office.

Thank you so much for supporting such a good cause

Steve Smith’s Historical Talks
The last of this term's historical talks ended with the Napoleonic years with costumes swords and guns.
Steve ran through the series of events up to when Napolean was killed. Pupils tried on the costumes and
a French and an English soldier ended in a showdown!

 

mailto:wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com


Notices



Notices



Notices

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IRTyPvc1jBOmW7Sno-lVo2MDfDUMMZLsqIKoc5owPeo/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Notices


	THE NUTSHELL
	Celebrating recent highlights at Hazelwood
	20TH MARCH 2026

	Follow us on our social channels for  regular updates on school news!
	Contents
	Nursery
	Lower School (Reception - Year 4)
	Upper School (Years 5 - 8)
	@hazelwoodschoolsport



	Spotlight
	Other News
	HPA Diary Dates

	Nursery
	Blossom
	Maple


	Nursery
	Willow
	Elm

	Nursery
	Birch
	Hazel


	Nursery
	Pine
	Acorns

	Reception
	Animal Presentations
	Hotchpotch Animals

	Reception
	Penguin Art
	Small World

	Year 1
	Year 2
	Trip to Chiddingstone Castle

	Year 3
	Maths
	Kent Life Trip

	Year 4
	Science

	Year 4
	Trip to Kent Life

	Year 4
	DT

	Year 5
	DT

	Year 5
	KINDNESS COLLECTIVE

	Year 5
	POETRY COMPETITION

	Year 6
	Maths

	Year 6
	Maths

	Year 6
	Shrek Production

	Year 7
	GEOGRAPHY RIVER FIELD TRIP

	Year 7
	SCIENCE COMPETITION

	Year 7
	Year 8
	ELECTIVES
	BEDE’S MODEL UN CONFERENCE

	Year 8
	Sport
	Fish Out of Water (Lifesaving)

	Library
	Author Visit - Josh Lacey

	Library
	Overdue Library Books
	Easter Reading Tree Challenge 2026

	Library
	Library
	Children’s Book Charity
	Steve Smith’s Historical Talks

	Notices
	Notices
	Notices
	Notices

