Welcome to the wonderful world of Hazelwood where pictures speak louder than words…

Our pupils are so lucky to have access to so much variety and invention in the
opportunities that are presented to them in their learning. They are fortunate too to be
working alongside a team of talented and dedicated teachers. Over the past couple of
weeks, the resilience of the staff team has been sorely tested with many individuals
having to self-isolate due to a positive COVID test. The ones isolating at home have,
where able, continued to lead lessons remotely and have thrown their last ounce of
energy into their teaching. Those remaining well and on site have stepped up to the
plate. Not only have they taught their own timetable but have stepped in to cover sick
colleagues’ workload too. I salute them for their dedication and commitment.

I have been grateful for the many emails of support that I have received, commenting on
the specialness of the Hazelwood staff team. These messages have been shared more
widely and have provided reassurance and encouragement to push through to the end of
the week. Staff are in need of a weekend of rest and relaxation and I would ask that you
stop and consider before contacting staff over the next two days; is your email really that
urgent or can it wait until the new week begins on Monday? I was encouraged when the
Leadership Team attended a COVID Clinic with representatives from Public Health
England and Surrey CC during the week. Whilst concerned with the number of cases,
they felt that the measures we had adopted, and the speed with which they had been
implemented were both appropriate and should prove effective. They, like us, anticipated
a drop in pupil and staff cases over the course of next week, assuming we all act wisely
and keep ourselves as protected as we can. I, like many of you, am looking forward to
being able to relax current restrictions when it is safe to do so. There is a Christmas
Concert and Carol Service to plan and rehearse for, amongst many other school events!

Finally, a message of good luck to the U13 Footballers who head off over the weekend
in search of our first IAPS Football National Champions crown. They have shown great
resilience and dexterity so far to dodge the virus over the past few days. Let’s hope
similar skills and swiftness of feet will be evident on the pitch. Instead of COVID being
left in its tracks behind them, it will be the forwards and defence of the opposition!

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
It has been a jam packed week at the Nursery this week. It has been fabulous to see the
very youngest children making the most of the sunny days by wrapping up warm and
exploring the outside space. Friday also saw the children take part in the inaugural ‘Race for
Pudsey’ as the site turned spotty for Children in Need. Please see below for news from the
rooms.

This week in Fledglings 1 we have been celebrating children in need. The children have
done a fantastic job making lots of different types of Pudsey bears. In the beginning of the
week we made Pudsey masks and yellow playdough. Followed by a huge Pudsey which we
put lots of spots all over and hung on the door. The weather has also allowed us to get out to
the large grassy area where we explored the large musical instruments and some of the
older children were able, with a little help, scale the wooden incline in order to descend the
slide. The children are always happy to have a ride in the trundle truck and we watched the
autumn leaves falling from the trees.
This week the Fledglings 2 children have looked at Goldilocks and the three bears. They
have used the large construction blocks to build the 3 little bear’s house and explored a
range of messy play. We had Goldilocks hair (spaghetti) with red bows and the children

practiced their filling and emptying skills when filling up the bears bowls with porridge. We
worked on the children’s fine motor skills this week by threading string around a bear
template and looked at big, medium and small when doing a colour categorising activity. The
children enjoyed using a fork in brown paint and then sticking two eyes and a nose onto it to
make a bear. They have also had lots of fun in the garden this week, such as catching
bubbles and riding on the trikes. We made baby bear by scrunching up brown paper and will
continue to make a mummy bear and daddy bear next week.

This week the children in Upper Robins having loved learning about winter. We have
participated in various winter activities, from making snowmen using the letters of our name
and putting them in the correct order, demonstrating superb fine motor skills using scissor to
make snowflakes. The children also showed great numeracy skills by counting snow flakes
and matching the correct number of snowflakes to the correct number on the mitten. A
particular favourite this week has been using textured paint and stencils to make a snow
flake. The children have also enjoyed working collaboratively to free our winter animals from
the ice and buildings outside using our new building blocks. They are also starting to get
into the Christmas spirit by practicing their Christmas songs for their concert at the beginning
of December.

We focused on numbers in the Lower Robins’ room this week. Our ‘tuff tray’ was filled with
interesting small objects, all ready for the children to count, sort, match to the correct number
and transfer between cups using the tweezers. Outside the children had great fun trying to
find hidden mirrored numbers in the shredded paper, and later on in the week, we practised
tracing around the numbers using brushes in the flour. Other activities which highlighted the
children’s developing numeracy skills included matching the numbered cars into the correctly
numbered parking spaces, sequencing numbered carriages to create individual number
trains and finding the correct slice of pizza to complete the numbered pizza template. Some
children enjoyed fishing for specifically numbered fish, which also called for tenacity and
great perseverance, and others worked collaboratively to complete our dragon number
puzzle. We extended number work into our role play area too by enjoying afternoon tea,
using our new numbered cupcake stand. We look forward to supporting Pudsey Bear and
‘Children in Need’ on Friday.

Preparing for a meteor shower!

5,4,3,2,1 BLAST OFF!

Skylarks have rocketed through this week as we explored
outer space! The children (and staff) have had so much fun this week as we investigated
planets, rockets, meteors and astronauts. We have created meteor showers and even our
own planets! We practiced our moon walking and watched real rocket launches as well as
launching number rockets on the whiteboard! Forest school was also a big hit this week as
we had a REAL fire with hot chocolate! The children acted very sensibly and followed our
very important rules. The children have shown great interest in this topic and have spent lots
of time talking about aliens! We are following their interests and will use this as stimulus for
next week’s activities.

This week Oak have been thinking about winter. We read the story 'Stickman' in the
wigloo and then used sticks, materials craps, paper, pipe cleaners and other craft materials
to make our own stickmen and women. Some of the children then used their stickmen in
their imaginative play back in the classroom. Oak have also been practising their addition.
The children have used lots of different physical resources to help then add 2 groups
together. To complement our topic work about winter, the children added some fluffy
marshmallows onto hot chocolate cups. They also added together winter themed toys. Then,
today the children added together Pudsey bears! They took a group of one colour of bears
and then added a group of another colour.

News from Hazelwood
Trewe Champions and Hazelwood Ambassadors for Sport
A group of Year 6 boys attended the Handcross Park ‘Be Trewe’ Football Festival. Always a
good afternoon especially when the sun is out. Playing teams from Sussex not on our
normal circuit is always exciting and unpredictable.
We started well against Lancing with Jake working hard in midfield, winning the ball and
trying to play to width.
He continued this throughout the afternoon scoring a well-deserved goal in our last match.
With George and Noah EH following his lead, we dominated the midfield battle in all our
games. Both boys making huge improvements as the day went on.
Our second game up against a tough Ardingly. A string of brave saves from Joseph and
some great last ditch defending from Gethin and Charlie ended in a narrow 1-0 defeat. Our
best all round performance of the afternoon.
Brighton up next and a tough game needed some magic to break the deadlock. Daniel
provided a surging run down the right, not for the first or last time of the day. A great cross
saw Noah S in the right place to tap the ball home.
His positioning and goals scoring was excellent throughout the day.
A draw v Great Walstead and another win v the host Handcross sealed a fun afternoon for
all. Well done boys.
Duncan Fotheringham

AccessIT Library Management System
Pupils in Years 3 -8 this week have been
learning about how to use the Library
Management System from home. By
accessing the database at home one can
see what books they have outstanding as
well as be able to reserve titles that they
wish to read. The recommended reading
lists are also on the database and I know
some parents are keen to see what other
books their children may like or progress
their reading to.

Each pupil has their own library number and these are being handed out and included in
their prep diaries or reading record books so please do ask your child.
To access the system please use the following address: https://uk.accessit.online/hzl02
followed by your child's library number.
Hazelwood School takes part in Book Drive 21
The Charity
Across London and the UK 1 in 4 disadvantaged
children owns fewer than 10 books, whilst 1 in 8
has none at all. This has an impact not only on
these children’s academic outcomes but also on
their wellbeing, emotional development and sense
of
themselves
as
a
reader. The
Children’s Book Project directly tackles this
‘book gap’ and gifts donated books to targeted
communities across the Capital. These schools
and community groups put on celebratory book gifting events at which children are invited to
choose a book to take it home and keep. The charity expects to gift upwards of
250,000 books this year.
How can you get involved?
By sending your children in with any unwanted nearly new or nearly new books that they
have grown out of. Please send them in to me in the Hazelwood Library and I will ensure
they are sent on.
Please note that the condition of books donated is very important. The charity cannot
accept old or tatty books since these are not suitable to gift onwards to another child.
so please do not send any of the following :







textbooks or revision books
religious texts
encyclopedias
DVDs or CDs
torn, scribbled or dirty books
ex library books or ex reading scheme

Please send any book donation in the week commencing 29th December up to Friday
3rd December. They will be collected in the car park at drop off.
Mrs Wisniewski
Librarian

Year 1 enjoyed their topic day about the Fire of
London. The highlights of the day were creating
amazing Tudor houses, toasting marshmallows in the
fire pit and a talk about fire safety by Mr Smith, a
member of the School’s Estates Team and Fire
Safety Officer.

Helping others keep out the cold: Your help is needed….

Please bring your donations of warm and good quality winter coats to drop off at either
the Nursery or the main School by Thursday 25th November. Thank you for your support.
Your donated garments will be distributed to those who most need them by the weekend.

Christmas came early for four talented
pianists. Spending a day with Panto
Supremo, Steve Clark, the quartet put
together an amazing electro-festive
recording which will stay under wraps until
the Christmas Concert in a few weeks’
time. The result will bring a jingle to your
bells and a sprig to your holly!

Following the unfortunate vandalisation of the exit barrier, we
have upgraded our security cameras which now give a clear
and distinct view of all comings and goings. The cameras will
not be used to record poor parking, dangerous driving and
failure to observe the 5mph speed limit. Honest……

Year 4’s kind words build a better world
In PSHE, Year 4 were learning about Anti-Bullying Week and created One Kind Word
pictures. A few examples of words that the children chose were: happiness, respect,
honest, care, strong, helpful and positive.

We would really love to receive your
review of the school on Google.
Everyone who has a Google account
can do this quite simply. It shouldn’t
take too much of your time.

Please log into your Google account and search ‘hazelwood school’ on Google. (Don’t go to
the school website! Stay on the Google search results)

On desktop:
 On the Google results for this search, you’ll see the name and address of the school
in the right hand column. Scroll down to see the ‘Write a review’
 Post!
On mobile:
 On the Google results for this search, click ‘Reviews’. Select the ‘Write a review’
option.
 Post!
If you don’t have a Google account, it’s free to create one, but understand that you may not
have the time.
Thank you so much, we very much appreciate it!

HPA Christmas Market - Saturday 4th December - 1.30pm - 4.00pm
This year the Christmas Fair is back at Hazelwood as a Christmas Market to be held
outside. Father Christmas will be here in the tepee and tickets @ £6 each to include a
special gift from his sack will be on sale shortly!
There will be a wonderful range of stalls of beautiful things to buy, plus lots of games for the
children including the ever popular Teddy Tombola, Sweets Tombola, Name the Teddy,
Bottle Tombola, Hook a Duck and plenty more! Mulled wine, hot drinks, food and candy
floss will be on sale. There will also be the raffle for one of the amazing trugs of goodies
(tickets on sale shortly).
We will be asking for donations of teddies and bottles in the week leading up to the fair so
please have them ready.
If you have any Christmas trees or garlands, or light up figures, or a large rug, that you
would
be
willing
to
donate
or
lend,
please contact
Ruth
Brundle
via ruthbrundle@btinternet.com.
Please put the date in your diary and bring all the family!

If, after reading the weekly Nutshell, you’re still craving more news from Hazelwood, why
not follow us on Instagram. Each week there are at least three posts which bring you
news and views from across the school and nursery. Find us at hazelwoodschooloxted

and will help us boost our followers to the magical 1,000. Here’s some of the posts you may
have missed over the last few weeks if you are yet to see the light and join our band of
believers!

The staff and pupils across both the
school and nursery sites came together in
sea of yellow, of stripes and spots to lend
their hand to this year’s Children in Need
appeal. There was plenty of Walking on
Sunshine hoodies on display as well as
some ingenious and very creative
costumes which captured the fun and
inventive spirit of the day.

Mrs Tulett surprised us all when she decorated the tree in the Chapel Courtyard with the
scholars’ Craftism. She and the children of the Upper School are now working towards
similar decorations with a festive theme.

HPA

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
SOCS Sports Fixtures
Please view via the Sports tab on the Hazelwood Website www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
(password required to view team sheets)
COVID REPORTING
https://forms.gle/MmEBHyDfASCNx8b56
DAILY ABSENCES (not for Covid Reporting)
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
LETTERS
Years 1-8 - Covid Update Letter from Head
Years 3-8 - School Librarian Letter
Year 6 - Year 6 Play Audition Information
Years 1 & 2 - Chestnut Nativity & Booking Information (closes Friday, 26 November)
REMINDERS/NOTICES
THERE IS NO TRAINING CHOIR REHEARSAL TOMORROW, FRIDAY, 19 NOVEMBER
CHILDREN IN NEED - FRIDAY, 19 NOVEMBER - LOTS OF YELLOW! (NO HAIR DYE).
DONATIONS CAN BE MADE USING THE QR CODE EMAILED TO PARENTS
Year 8 - Andalusia 2022 Trip - balance payments due 24th February 2022, 24th March 2022
and 29th April 2022)
Year 7 - Barcelona Trip 2022 - consent & deposit payment deadline Friday, 19 November
Years 1-6 - Flu Vaccinations Information & Consent - consent deadline Wednesday, 1
December
Year 6 Residential Trip - balance payment of £298.50 due by Friday, 14 January
Year 5 Residential Trip - balance payment of £269.00 due by Friday, 14 January
HPA DATES
Quiz Night - postponed to Thursday 27th January 2022
Christmas Fair - Saturday 4th December
Christmas Fair stall enquiries - please contact Emma Collings at
emmajoyce20@hotmail.com.
Summer Ball - Saturday 11th June 2022
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables will be uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list for the Autumn term is published on the School Website/Parents’
Section.
Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section &
under Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07747705843 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07407 173884
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032

Bus Services - Sylvia - 07494 555972 or Gary - 07760 862728
SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP - AUTUMN TERM ARRANGEMENTS
Enquiries for purchases should be made online by completing the Garment Request Form at
bit.ly/hazelwoodschoolshop. Payment requests for completed orders will be sent via
SumUp. Upon payment, items will be sent home via pupils. Please send any donated items
in at Morning Drop off, placed in a bag and labelled 'Hazelwood School Shop'. If you would
like 70% of the sale price back (via a credit on next term’s account) please ensure that you
complete a sales ticket for each item and secure to the item (labels put in the bag separately
tend to get lost). Otherwise items will be treated as donations and 100% of the sale will go to
HPA funds. Please note that ONLY Schoolblazer branded items can be sold via the shop at
the moment. Thank you for your understanding.
SPORTS KIT
Boys are starting to move to rugby and those in Years 4-8 require a mouthguard (Yr 3 boys
do not need a mouthguard). Girls are moving to netball- no extra equipment is needed.
Years 1 & 2
PE Kit to be worn to school on Games and PE lesson days (Year 1 Tuesday/Thursday Weds/Swim) (Year 2 Monday/Wednesday - Thurs/2L/2M Swim & Fri/2R Swim)
Years 3-6
Swimming kit to be kept in school
PE kit to be brought to school on lesson days
Years 3 & 4
Games kit to be worn on Tuesdays and Thursdays (mouthguard required for Y4 boys/rugby)
Years 5 & 6
Games kit to be worn on Mondays and Wednesdays/bring kit in Fridays (mouthguard
required for Y5 & 6 boys/rugby)
Years 7 & 8
Games kit to be worn on Wednesdays and Fridays/bring kit in Mondays (mouthguard
required for Y7 & 8 boys/rugby)
Do please ensure that on the days when your children are required to come in dressed in
Games kit, they continue to arrive at school of smart appearance with uniform kit as
required.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL UNIFORM AND SPORTS KIT IS CLEARLY NAMED.
WATER BOTTLES
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Mrs Powell in the School Office
on aa@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register for the Autumn
term. Please give details of the days your child will be walking home, whether they will have
a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter. Please note that if your child
does have a mobile phone for the purposes of walking to and from school (mobile phones
are otherwise not permitted in school) this must be locked and handed to the School Office
on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day.
SICKNESS
A reminder that the 48 hour absence rule applies for any cases of sickness/diarrhoea.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.

TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
SCHOOL CAR PARK – MAXIMUM SPEED LIMIT 5MPH
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best and dark evenings are prevailing. A
reminder that the maximum speed limit in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of
this when exiting the car park onto the road; there are a number of parents and pupils who
need to cross the road by the exit to walk through the woods. We would also kindly request
that parents do not arrive early for their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic
queues both in the car park and onto the road.
MUSIC LESSONS
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact your child’s music tutor in the first instance, so that we can try to find a solution.

