With each passing day, life at
Hazelwood is returning to ‘normal’,
highlighted by the staging of some of
the familiar events and activities that
we have missed over the past 18
months. One such event, the Head
Girl and Boy hustings, was held
earlier in the week.
My
congratulations go to Holly and Leo
who impressed both the staff and
pupils with their passion for the
School and their commitment to
serve it to the best of their abilities.
They came out on top of a very
strong field of candidates all of whom represented themselves and their peers incredibly
well. I am looking forward to supporting them both as they both learn the skills of leadership.
I know they will do a fantastic job. We will be turning our attentions to awarding the other
positions of leadership over the next week or so. With so much of school life opening up
once more, there is opportunity a-plenty. It is a hallmark and a benefit of the Upper School
that all pupils will be given the chance to lead be it in the capacity of, for instance, a Sports
Captain, BOX Ambassador, School Prefect, Head Librarian or Chapel Prefect. I am
confident that our impressive Year 8 pupils will not be found wanting!
The School also
stepped back out
onto the competitive
fixtures arena after
an 18-month sojourn
with the U13 football
teams finding their
winning ways at the
first time of asking.
The boys travelled to
Bede’s to take part in
their
annual
tournament for which
we have developed a
penchant for winning.
This year was no
different
and
congratulations are
to be extended to
both the A and B
teams for lifting the
Cup and the Plate!
Well done boys.

Not only was the quality of football of a high standard but both Mr Reay and Mr
Fotheringham, and the parents and other members of staff who travelled to watch the game,
were really impressed with the way in which the boys conducted themselves, supported
each other and showed compassion for the players of the opposing teams. Mr Reay’s report
later in the Nutshell pays further tribute to the teams and in particular the actions of Harrison
C, our B team goalie who made a bee-line for the goalkeeper of the defeated team after the
narrowest of margins in a penalty shoot-out decided the fate of the trophy. This, and other
acts of considered empathy make the victory all the more sweet.
Over the summer break, a lot of site refurbishment took place with the School continuing its
programme of investment in its facilities for the good of all its staff and pupils. Over the next
few weeks, the Nutshell will feature a number of these exemplary developments to
showcase the enjoyment that the children are already deriving from them and the promise
that the future will bring as they explore the potential offered by each. This week, the
spotlights falls, in pictures and not words, on the moved and newly refurbished Library, the
light-flooded Art Room and the outdoor climbing Ark on the HNEY site. I hope that as many
of you visit the School and Nursery to attend the planned Information Evenings over the next
fortnight, that you will be able to experience all of the site improvements first-hand
(something that we couldn’t have said this time last year!)

Preparing for Monday’s Day of Roald Dahl in the new Library!

And finally, I very much enjoyed welcoming our
parents back onto site for the Lower School
Information evening. It felt good to be able to
share ideas and talk about your children’s futures
in person without fear of wi-fi interruption or
inadvertent muting. I hope those who attended
found the evening useful and were equally
thankful to be sitting down in person with
members of the teaching staff. I look forward to
the remaining evenings planned for the
forthcoming weeks. I look forward to seeing you
then and at the HPA Colour Run on 26th
September; the first time our extended
community will come together to raise funds for
the school and its Community Fund.

HPA Colour Run - Sunday 26th September at 2pm
The HPA's first event this term is in the open air and is for all the family: a multi-coloured run
festival - for those that dare to run into clouds of paint!
The race is around the school grounds and will be a set distance for each race dependent on
age. Adults can run with their children or join the race with the older children.
2.00 Early Years
2.30 Oak & Chestnut
3.15 Years 3-8
Spectators and runners will be able to throw dry paint at the runners.
Runners' tickets cost £5 each and include a colour pod.
Spectators do not need to purchase a ticket, but can buy paint!
Entry is open to parents and children alike from Early Years to Year 8.
Hot dogs and burgers available to order.
For further details and how to buy your tickets or to order food will be released on
Monday.

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
It has been absolutely brilliant to welcome the children back for the first full week of this
academic year. There have been so many smiles and happy faces making the most of all of
the activities on offer across the site, the new playground installation has been a major hit! I
am looking forward to seeing the children continue to settle.
The new children are beginning to settle in to the Fledglings 1 room, getting to know their
key workers and the routine. Today we offered the children a painting activity, this was well
received and for some was their first experience of exploring the paint. Our outside area is in
the shade for the majority of the day and the children have enjoyed the sand tray and soft
play. There has been lots of joyous singing from the adults and some children have been
making their own choral accompaniment! Mealtimes are met with enthusiasm from most and
many of the children are attempting to feed themselves, this is wonderful to see!
A busy week!!

What a fun week Fledglings 2 have had! We have been out in the garden exploring boats in
the water play as well as sitting in the cosy corner reading stories. The children have
also taken part in multiple activities where they made a boat using different coloured paint

and materials as well as decorating a paper aeroplane using coloured pencils. We
then mixed blue, green and white paint together to make a sea background for their boat.
The children had great fun in the hall playing on the large soft play.

The beginning of term has seen
the children in the Lower Robins'
room settling in really happily into
their new environment. We have
organised plenty of activities to
ensure that their transition ran
smoothly including the children
selecting pictures of their favourite
characters and toys and circle
time, where we introduced the
children to each other and
welcomed our newcomers. We
created our family houses, sticking
on different characters to represent
our family members, alongside
collating our Lower Robins' family
tree. The children have enjoyed
the sunshine outdoors playing in
the
water
tray,
'messy'
resources, sandpit
and
tennis
courts. We visited the pond area,
ensured we watered our new
flowers and still had time to
practise our pencil control!

Life in Lower Robins

Welcome to Upper Robins

In Upper Robins this week the children have continued to settle into their new Room,
they have enjoyed various activities from participating in their first ever music lesson with
Mrs Fryer, where they loved dancing, using lots musical instruments and singing various
songs. The children also enjoyed using the different equipment on the large playground,
especially the large sandpit. The children have also taken advantage of the nice weather
playing in our garden with lots and lots of water play.

Skylarks have made a fantastic start to the academic year, and the team is proud to
say everyone has settled in beautifully. Excited cries of 'SHANA TOVA!' could be heard from
the room on Tuesday as the children celebrated the Jewish celebration of Rosh
Hashanah, and partook in sampling apples and honey. We have had so much fun getting
used to our new routines including our introduction to Forest School sessions with Gary on
Tuesday and Thursday, Music with Mrs Fryer, and PE with the sports team! Please
remember to send in your family photos to your keyworker, in preparation for next week's
topic!

Thank you to Mrs
Simons
and
Mrs
Toulson for squeezing
the last rays of
sunshine out of their
hoodies last week. As
they supped on their
last drops of a welldeserved coffee, the
skies turned blue and
the
temperatures
soared!

Welcome to our new staff, Alice (F1) and Daniela (Lower Robins). We look forward to
working with you over the coming weeks.

This week there have been lots of 'firsts' in Oak! The children enjoyed being the first to play
on the brand new fort on the playground. They climbed up the climbing wall, shimmied down
the ropes and ran across the bridge.

In the nature area, the children met Gary for their first Forest Schools session. They learnt
the Forest Schools rules and explored the area. Some of the children spotted water boatmen
skating on the pond as they bravely walked across the pond bridge.
The children also had their first ever school swimming lessons. They were very excited to
travel to the main site. The teachers were worried that some children would be nervous
about getting in the water but we did not need to be - the children jumped straight in! They
had a mixture of tummy floats, armbands and noodles to help them feel safe and confident in
the water.
PE also returned with Mr F leading a fabulous first session. The children ran around whilst
playing the colours game and some were very speedy. We may have some future Olympic
sprinters in the making!
What other 'firsts' will happen this year?

News from Hazelwood
Summer LAMDA Exam results
Another incredible set of results has
been recorded by the children who
took their LAMDA examinations
earlier in June. They continue the
School’s track record of securing a
healthy number of distinctions and
merits and pay tribute, again, to the
focus and dedication of staff and
pupils who put in the practice and
kept their cool as the external
examiner put them through their
dramatic paces. Well done everyone!

Distinctions awarded to:
Emilia WS (Entry Level), Holly B (Entry Level) , Lauren W (Grade 1), Anna B (Grade 1) , Isla
H (Grade 4), Rosie B (Grade 4), Florrie B (Grade 4), Henry M Grade 4), Joshua M (Grade
4), Esther T (Grade 3), Isabel S (Grade 3), Uma R (Grade 3), Mia M (Entry Level), Isabelle H
(Entry Level) 100/100!, Scarlett Layton (Entry Level) 100/100!, Myla T (Grade 3), Martha C
(Grade 3), Georgina T (Grade 3), Beatrice D (Grade 3), Annabelle N (Grade 3), Charlie M
(Grade 1), Jake J (Grade 1), Elliot W (Stage 3 Introductory), Isabella V (Stage 3
Introductory), Henry P (Stage 3 Introductory), Chloe S (Stage 3 Introductory), Sophia
B (Stage 3 Introductory), Jacob B (Stage 3 Introductory), Beatrice BH (Stage 2 Introductory),

Thomas L (Stage 2 Introductory), Genevieve E (Stage 3 Introductory), Charlotte C (Stage 3
Introductory), Felicity M (Stage 3 Introductory), Alice P (Stage 3 Introductory),
Florencia M (Stage 3 Introductory) and Imogen V (Stage 3 Introductory)
Merits awarded to: Sam D (Grade 1), Hessie B (Grade 3), James E (Entry Level), Aaron
W (Grade 3) and Hunter K (Grade 3)

Year 5 have been focusing on belonging and change and in this week’s history lesson they
held an election. Using information on the four claimants to the English throne in 1066, they
identified strengths of their candidate and weaknesses of their opponents. Each group
prepared a speech and everyone voted. The Vikings won on this occasion, I guess they
might be a little disappointed next lesson when they find out who really won!

Late Payment Reminder
In line with our terms and conditions,
late payment interest will be added to
outstanding fee invoices which remain
unpaid after the payment deadline
unless a special arrangement has
been agreed by the Bursar. The rate
of interest is set at 1.5% per month
which accrues on a daily basis.

Sweet Victory at Bede’s – U13 Football
Saturday 3rd September or "Super Saturday" as it is now known, marked the start of the
football season and welcome return to fixtures. Hazelwood U13A and B travelled to Bede's
to take on some of the best teams in Sussex. The B team were always going to find the day
difficult as they were playing in an A team competition but this didn't scare them. A victory
against Skippers Hill, followed by a superb draw against the hosts meant that a winner takes
all clash with Great Walstead ensued. The winner would play in the semi-finals and the
loser would enter the plate competition. Unfortunately, the boys found the going tough and
narrowly lost. Heads could easily have dropped but Skipper Fergus F kept the boys going
and they took to the field against a strong Bedes B in the plate semi-final. Nothing could
separate the sides after full and extra time so the match went to penalties. Harry R, Felix B
and Thomas B all scored from the spot and hero of the hour Harrison C saved two Bedes
penalties. This meant that Sam L had the opportunity to put the team into the final. His spot
kick hit the back of the net and the boys celebrated. A lovely sight was Harrison C consoling
his opposition keeper, something for which he would later be recognised by the organisers.
The team were now riding high and nothing was going to stop them. Despite conceding an
injury time goal in the final against Battle Abbey, Harry R's late strike was enough to ensure
the plate came back to sunny Oxted.
The A team had a slightly different route to the final. Comprehensive victories over Battle
Abbey, St Christopher's and Bede's B set up a semi-final against Great Walstead. This was
tougher game but the boys came through 2 - 0 winners. The final awaited the boys against a
strong, physical Bede's. It was neck and neck throughout and only a late George W goal
separated the teams. All the boys played their part. Hugo DVH kept a clean sheet
throughout the competition, Jack E was a rock at the back nullifying all attacks and George A
worked tirelessly between defence and midfield. Leo B provided the link with our wingers
Alex B, George W and Woody J who played beautiful football throughout. Harry E led the
line for us, scoring many goals, and linking with the midfield. Harry deservedly was awarded
the player of the tournament award.
Thank you to Mr Towner, Mr Raishbrook and Mr Fotheringham for their hard work on the day
and to the fantastic parental support.
Mr Reay

Supporting Jeans 4 Genes Friday 17th September

Year 1 consider the merits of plastic
On Monday, dressed in the theme of Under the Sea, Year One had an amazing super starter
day to their topic: “Is plastic a good thing?” In the main library, the children listened to Mrs
Wisniewski read a story about the importance of looking after the environment. They visited
the Box where they explored this theme further; working on the Lego wall, drawing and
writing on the tables and using the VR goggles to discover what it is like under the sea. In
the Outdoor Box the children helped Mr MacDougall sort rubbish into groups which had
appeared in the outdoor area! What an exciting start to our topic

Pupils of the Upper School
quickly donned lab coats and a
mix of facial expressions as they
began
a
programme
of
experiments in the Labs. Year 7
were tasked with creating their
own acid and alkaline colour
indicators whilst Year 6 got
hands on with a lamb’s heart in
their first foray into dissection!
Mrs Bilbrough was keen to
identify the vets, doctors and
anaesthetists of the future.

Mrs T, in her new role as Head of Innovation, began work with the Lower School cohorts
using different challenges and teaching techniques to bring about changes in their learning
and experimental behaviours. The School, and Mrs T, are very excited by what their future
holds judging from their early, exploratory lessons.
Year 5 Mini Golf
Year 5 kicked off the year by designing a hole for a mini-golf course highlighting how maths
is everywhere. They used their knowledge of angles and measurement to design and
construct their hole. It was as much fun creating as it was playing.
Year 3 and 4 Spaghetti Marshmallow Challenge
We started the year with a spaghetti marshmallow challenge in Years 3 and 4, which ignited
great conversations about the skills we use when solving a problem or creating something
new. Inner designers, engineers and creators come to the fore with the children
demonstrating excellent communication and creativity. The competition for the tallest tower
will come to a close on Monday, with the winners being announced in next week’s Nutshell.
Year 5 Design Challenge
This week 5M and 5T has embarked on their first design challenge of the year, creating
incredible designs from simple materials. They worked through a simple design process of
brainstorming, collaborating, making loads of marvelous mistakes, and trialing before others
will have a chance to test their final products. They worked with enthusiasm and displayed
perseverance when faced with bumps in the road.
I look forward to seeing where their creativity and enquiring minds take them this year.

It’s not always as easy as …..

A Year 7 maths class enjoy using the Box as a creative learning space once again
Faced with the following investigative problem ‘How long will it take to fill the trough with
water?’, Year 7 took to walls, jamboards and tables in The BOX. With no additional
information, they had to identify the questions that needed to be asked, as well as use their
knowledge and understanding to create the calculations required.
With water flow rates also taken into account, all groups concurred that it would take in
excess of 3 hours.
However, theoretical mathematical modelling does not always factor for real life scenarios.
What was the impact on time, when it was found that the trough was neither on level ground
nor filled to capacity?

The answer may be found on the display board outside Maths 1!

The Girls’ Fixtures Calendar bullied off this week in style under clear blue skies. A
full write up and report from Mrs Hardgrave has been promised for next week’s
Nutshell. We cannot wait to read all about the matches and the goals. Needless to
say Mrs H was very excited about the performances. Well done girls!

Year 5 Humanities’ thinking breaks out of The Box
With their switch to specialist teaching, Year 5 Humanties lessons are being taught in a
slightly different way aimed to make connections between the different subject areas and to
develop the pupils’ critical thinking skills. Lessons are delivered by a cocktail of the teaching
talents of Mrs Trojanowski (head of Innovation), Mr Jarvis (Head of History) and Mr
MacDougall (Head of Geograohy). The pupils responded incredibly well to their first session
in The BOX and made full use of the environment to really push their ideas and their
coolaborative spirit. Their thinking was so far outside the BOX that Mr MacDougall is still
having trouble reining it back in!

When inside The BOX, think outside the box….

It’s all an act!
Ms
Bovingdon’s
Lower
School After School Drama
Club threw themselves into
their
pursuit
of
the
extraordinary this week.

There was plenty of energy and exuberance as the
group made their down to the treehouse to use it, and
the surrounding areas, as their al fresco stage. Their
fresh air performances were compelling enough for Ms
Bovingdon to capture them on camera. Bravo Lowe
School!

Looking ahead to next week…. We take a peak inside the new Graphics Studio…

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week. If you need a
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office.

PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
SOCS Sports Fixtures
Please view via the Sports tab on the Hazelwood Website www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk
(password required to view team sheets)
LETTERS
Years 1-8 - Wellbeing Hub
Year 8 - Play Rehearsal Schedules
Years 7 & 8 - Parent Information Evening - rsvp by 9am Monday, 13 September
Years 7 & 8 Quiz Night
Years 4 & 5 Food Technology (also emailed)
Year 3 Food Technology (also emailed)
REMINDERS/NOTICES
PLEASE NOTE NEW LATE ROOM/BUS EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS
SYLVIA BUS 07407 173765 & YEARS 3-5 LATE ROOM 07407 173884
Years 1-8 - Flu Vaccinations Information & Consent - consent deadline Wednesday, 1
December
Year 8 - HPV Vaccinations Information & Consent - consent deadline Monday, 4 October
Years 5 & 6 Information Evening 21 September - further information to follow .
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables will be uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list for the Autumn term is published on the School Website/Parents’
Section.
Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section &
under Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07747705843 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07407 173884
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Sylvia - 07407 173765 or Gary - 07760 862728
SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP - AUTUMN TERM ARRANGEMENTS
Enquiries for purchases should be made online by completing the Garment Request Form at
bit.ly/hazelwoodschoolshop. Payment requests for completed orders will be sent via
SumUp. Upon payment, items will be sent home via pupils. Please send any donated items
in at Morning Drop off, placed in a bag and labelled 'Hazelwood School Shop'. If you would
like 70% of the sale price back (via a credit on next term’s account) please ensure that you
complete a sales ticket for each item and secure to the item (labels put in the bag separately
tend to get lost). Otherwise items will be treated as donations and 100% of the sale will go to
HPA funds. Please note that ONLY Schoolblazer branded items can be sold via the shop at
the moment. Thank you for your understanding.

SPORTS KIT
Years 1 & 2
PE Kit to be worn to school on Games and PE lesson days (Year 1 Tuesday/Thursday Weds/Swim) (Year 2 Monday/Wednesday - Thurs/2L/2M Swim & Fri/2R Swim)
Years 3-6
Swimming kit to be kept in school
PE kit to be brought to school on lesson days
Years 3 & 4
Games kit to be worn on Tuesdays and Thursdays
Years 5 & 6
Games kit to be worn on Mondays and Wednesdays/bring kit in Fridays
Years 7 & 8
Games kit to be worn on Wednesdays and Fridays/bring kit in Mondays
Do please ensure that on the days when your children are required to come in dressed in
Games kit, they continue to arrive at school of smart appearance with uniform kit as
required.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL UNIFORM AND SPORTS KIT IS CLEARLY NAMED.
WATER BOTTLES & SUN CREAM
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle. During
warmer weather, a reminder that sun cream should be applied before the children come to
school and that they should have with them a white/very plain sun cap.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8 - Please that in addition to new requests, details will need to
be reconfirmed for existing pupils - thank you.
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Mrs Powell in the School Office
on aa@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register for the Autumn
term. Please give details of the days your child will be walking home, whether they will have
a mobile and if this will continue once the days are shorter. Please note that if your child
does have a mobile phone this must be locked and handed to their Form Tutor on arrival in
school, to be kept safely until the end of the school day. At the end of the day the
appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is leaving the school site and the
phone collected.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
DAILY ABSENCES
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6

TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
SCHOOL CAR PARK
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best. A reminder that the maximum speed limit
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to
walk through the woods. We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and
onto the road.
MUSIC LESSONS
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact Mrs Caroline Qayyum, Head of Music at qayyumc@hazelwoodschool.com at least
24 hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution.

Open Gardens for Cancer Research UK
Sunday 19th September from 10am to 4pm
Crockham Hill

Come and visit three gorgeous gardens in Crockham Hill, which are not
usually open to the public, and help us raise funds for Cancer Research
UK. Click on the link below for more details and to buy tickets in advance.
£10 entry gives access to all three beautiful gardens. Under 12s are free!
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/open-gardens-in-crockham-hill-tickets-165139794571

Tickets will also be available to purchase on arrival at any one of the gardens:
Close Farm and Chandlers, Close Farm Road, Crockham Hill TN8 6TE
Lewins, Main Road, Crockham Hill TN8 6RB
We do hope to see you there!
Best wishes
The Oxted and Westerham Cancer Research UK Committee

Senior School Open Mornings

Drop off point with Mrs Tulett at Art 4 All on Limpsfield High Street. Friday and Saturday
mornings starting tomorrow!

