I came across this picture earlier in the week and loved everything about it. I love the
fact that it was taken during the return of our Skylarks children to their Forest Schools
sessions. There is greater flexibility on the Early Years site in how the children can go
about their learning and we are taking full advantage of this to reinstate all aspects of a
full and varied curriculum. Secondly, I am captivated by this young man’s focus and
attention. His teacher has fully captured his sense of curiosity and

Imagination. And finally, even without seeing his face, I can picture the beaming smile which
reaches from ear to ear as he makes his discovery of the colours, shapes, shades and
textures which are represented in the chosen leaf. The image quite literally, puts everything

into perspective and is further proof that we need to continue to seek pleasure in those
things, big and small, which remain around us. The Nursery is a place filled with joy and it
was lovely to be able to share some of this with the Board of Directors who met via ZOOM
for their termly meeting earlier this week. The slideshow, put together by Mr Garlick and Ms
Rhind, was a welcomed tonic on which to end a productive and discussive meeting.

I recognise, however, that some occasions do call for a little more of a sombre and reflective
approach. Our Wednesday morning Remembrance Service was one of those such
moments. Led by our Year 8 pupils, the ceremony was attended only by them and a few
members of staff who were involved in the delivery of the music and the technical support.
For the rest of the School, the service was live-streamed which in some ways added to the
serenity and pathos of the occasion. With each class focused on the screen, it gave those
standing in the Chapel Courtyard a greater sense of gratitude and of scale; here we were,
fifty individuals giving thanks and remembering those who had fought, those who continue to
do so and those who courageously lost their lives in unforgivably large numbers. By
knowing that in classrooms across the site there were others engaged in the same act of
Remembrance, strengthened the resolve of our community and underlined the spirit which
had spurred so many men and women on to return safely home to loved ones. The children
approached the occasion with due respect and reverence which was reflected in the way
that the readings were delivered and the songs sung. The sound of the children’s voices
hung in the air of the Chapel Courtyard. The Last Post cut through the two minute silence,
played with accomplishment, and for the first time, by Will S.
This year our Service of
Remembrance may have been staged slightly differently from the norm but I feel that it
delivered a stronger message of hope and salvation because of the changes and situation
forced upon us by COVID 19. My thanks to all the children who took part in activities, at

home and at school, to honour our fallen heroes. Their home-made poppies and poppy
wreaths were more potent symbols of respect and remembrance.
If you would like to remember the fallen heroes, please view the School’s service here.

And finally, we are hoping to take part in an activity which acknowledges the work of the
‘unsung heroes’ of the NHS, the porters, drivers, catering teams and cleaners who too have
worked tirelessly through this most difficult and stressful of times. As part of our soon-to-bepublished week-long programme of Christmas festivities, we will be creating and putting the
finishing touches to 400 Christmas cards which will be distributed in the local area. I also
think about our own oft-unsung heroes and I wanted to end this Nutshell with a word of
thanks and gratitude for those individuals who are working behind the scenes at the School
and Nursery to support the teachers and the pupils. My heartfelt thanks go to the Estates
and Admin teams, the Catering staff and the housekeepers all of whom are working under
very different circumstances but with the same sense of purpose and commitment in order to
keep us safe, fed, watered and organised! We couldn’t be doing what we are without you.
Thank you.

We wanted to drop you a note of gratitude. We are so impressed with the all -round
buoyant Hazelwood spirit in welcoming the children with such open arms ( albeit socially
distanced!) and that through, no doubt huge amount of extra work, their school experience
continues to be so rich. A massive thank you to all. Our boys continue to thrive despite a
pandemic!
I would like to tell you how blown away I was with the global dance phenomenon. My
goodness it is absolutely fantastic. It is incredibly uplifting and frankly I wanted to climb
inside my phone to join in!!!! I have watched it at least 10 times since the weekend. It is an
incredible memory for everyone involved and what an achievement for those who
orchestrated it all. An enormous well done to all!!
News from The Nursery & Early Years
Another fabulous week has flown by here at HNEY. The children have been happy and
engaged inside and outside of the classrooms. During my Skylarks teaching time this week, I
have been mightily impressed with the focus the children are showing, they are working so
hard on the letter recognition and numbers. Keep up the hard work!

Work in progress on the HNEY Outdoor Classroom. Thanks go to the HPA for their
generous support of this on-site development. Decking is going down next week. Watch
this space for further updates
Paulo has been busy this week and our new outdoor classroom is well under way. The
children from F2 have been watching him hard at work from their decking area. Once
completed, it will be a fabulous space for group work.
I am very much looking forward to ‘World Nursery Rhyme Week’ next week. A quick
reminder that if your child is booked in on Thursday, they are welcome to come dressed as
any character from any nursery rhyme.
Please see below for a full room round up of another busy week.
This week in Fledglings 1, we have been celebrating Diwali, looking at the traditions and
creating coloured rice collages. We have also been making poppy handprints to mark
Remembrance Day and our children were so quiet when we observed the two-minute
silence. As we have been experiencing some lovely mild weather, the terrace has seen lots
of action, some children have been practising their walking using the walkers and others

have been transitioning from sitting to lying on their tummies. It has also been wonderful to
welcome some new children, whose settling-in is going well.

Another fantastic week in Fledglings 2 as we have been continuing our exploration of
Autumn! The children have enjoyed playing with the ever growing leaf activities that have
been out for them to explore! We have made leaf rubbings of big and small leaves, and we
have created flags that we can wave in the wind! The children have also started making
boats that we will float in water and the use of musical instruments was thoroughly enjoyed
during song time as we explored loud and quiet sounds! The week was also broken up with
a 'picnic' which was enjoyed by some of the children!

This week in Lower Robins we have been learning about Diwali and Remembrance Day.
The children have been making poppies using their hand prints and paint. We have also
been talking about why we wear poppies, 'to remember special people'. The children have
also been counting with poppies. The children have enjoyed making Diwali pictures on the
computer using the 'Busy Things’ program, there were some fabulous and very colourful
creations. They have also been using coloured salt with glue to make bright Rangoli
pictures. We have also started practicing songs ready for Christmas.

We decided to capitalise on the Upper Robins’ children’s interest in the ‘Going on a Bear
Hunt’ book and focus on this popular story all week. The children demonstrated their
increasing recall and comprehension by repeating key phrases and words independently
during circle time and offering suggestions on how the characters may be feeling. Some
children were able to correctly order the pictures depicting the story too, showing their
growing awareness of how stories are structured. We learned new words to describe texture
as we collaged the backdrop to our display board and explored a sensory tray full of varied
resources. The children sorted little teddies according to colour, size and quantity and we
even went on our own bear hunt around the Nursery grounds.
Oak had a brilliant time making and testing their own spaceships this week. The children
were put into groups and given a very fragile ‘eggstronaut’ to look after. They had to design
and make a spaceship that would get their ‘eggstronaut’ safely up to space and back again.
The children had a huge range of junk modelling materials to choose from to make their
spaceships. They needed to decide whether to make a small or large spaceship, what

Going on a Bear Hunt with Upper Robins

materials to use for the main box and what and how to pad and protect their spaceships.
When the spaceships were finished we took them outside to our launch site and threw them
up into the air as high as we could. Then, we carefully opened to spaceships to see if the
eggs were still intact or if their gooey insides had leaked. Unfortunately, most of the
astronauts had a very rough flight into space but three did manage to return unharmed. I do
not think NASA will be asking any of the children to build a rocket just yet but there was
definitely some potential!

On Wednesday, Oak made poppies as part of Remembrance Day. The children laid the
poppies by the soldier and took some time to think about all of the things they are thankful
for and to remember the brave soldiers who fought for us to be able to live safely. In art and
craft club, the children continued their learning by making some poppy wreaths. They
painted their own poppies using red and black paint then cut them out and stuck them onto a
cardboard hoop.

Work of
the Week!

Zephyr- for trying his best in all
areas of learning, in particular
his Numeracy and Literacy.
Clemmie- for brilliant teamwork
and fabulous writing.
“Light will win over
darkness" has been
Skylark's new favourite
anthem
as
we
explored
the
celebration of Diwali.
As a class, we have
been
crafting
and
decorating our own
Diya lamps to take
home,
which
has
helped the children
develop
their
understanding of the
story of Rama and
Sita, and exploring
new dance moves
while listening to the
sounds of Bollywood

has also proven to be a hit. Using bright colours during our outdoor Rangoli powder paint
activity also tied in beautifully to us getting dotty for Spotty Thursday!
As with the first week, group 3 and 4's Forest School went superbly and no child came away
without a smile of their face - or a leaf crown on their head!

News from Hazelwood
MOvember Mayhem!
No, this is not a mugshot of
the Hazelwood Bandits but a
collection of brave, clean
shaven moustachioed men
embracing the month of
MOvember!
The children are keenly
watching the participants'
moustache progress but the
team of five need your
support - if there are any
other MO BROs out there in
the Hazelwood community,
send your photos to Mr Lloyd
(lloydt@hazelwoodschool.co
m).
Be it the Selleck, the Merve
Swerve, The Robert Pires,
Poirot or the Del Piero! All
entries are welcome to help
the group, the conversation
and the MO's to grow!

The crisp, clear
weather couldn’t
have been kinder
for the whole of
Chestnut as they
headed down to
the Tipi to enjoy a
hot dog lunch by
the fire as part of
their Autumn Day
celebrations.

Mrs Steel was impressed this week by a piece of writing by Matthew in Y8 who expertly
creates atmosphere and vivid description. There’s a sense of joy and foreboding in the
short piece. Fingers crossed it will only be good news as Matthew takes his Caterham
entry exam next week. Best of luck Matthew!
Writing on the walls by Matthew F
Ink as black as the void of space, melted sliding off from the ghostly whiteboard on the wall.
With malicious intent, the black blob, which had now become as thin as a shadow, crawled
on the carpet making its way onto the walls. Forming from the darkness, two blood red eyes
stared at Ethan taking control of him.
Walls were compelled to collapse, leaving him alone in his dilapidated bed surrounded by
the bane of his existence. The Terror. Like a wildfire, the eyes blazed with the might of a
thousand suns but kept their blood hungry shade of red. Where the walls once were, a
consistent shade of malicious black filled their place. Was he dead?
Sitting sadly, Ethan watched as the ever growing list of diseases was once again added to
the whiteboard. Uncertainty rushed through his body, hunting and exterminating every last
drop of hope left in the boy's life. His mind, bereft of happy memories, was filled with year
after year of moments spent in this one room.
He was alone.
Screaming, Ethan fought the two evil red eyes battling them for power over his life. Like a
hurt wolf, the evil whimpered under the pressure. Life filled his body, reminding him of the
kindness of his parents; their comforting looks and of their sorrow for him. The eyes, which
were now green and controlled, melted free from the anger which fell from the roof into a
blob onto the ghostly whiteboard and onto the walls forming the word ‘cured’ across the
board.
With juxtaposing feelings of joy and sorrow for his parents that they had to deal with his
absence of two years away, he left the hospital into the welcoming arms of his family.

Back with a SPLASH!
The children are thoroughly enjoying their return to swimming as part of the Games
Curriculum. Over the summer, a new Filtration Plant was installed and the Changing Rooms
have been transformed with new wall tiles. It’s great finally to see the pupils enjoying the
crystal waters of the pool. Mrs Falconer and her team are delighted to be back poolside.

HPA Christmas Raffle: Get your Tickets Early to Avoid Disappointment…
Full details appear on the next page pf The Nutshell. Order your tickets by following the Google
link which was detailed in the letter sent to you on Friday. Otherwise, click here to place your
order.

A Genius Bunch of Fives
Year 5 enjoyed their Friday afternoon busily working on their Genius Hour projects. Evie
made an appearance from home, Toby designed a new and improved Star Wars ship whilst
Joseph, Gethin and Jamie rehearsed a well-researched project on Trophy Hunting. Reuben
and Sam tackled the question of 'What would the impact be on the animal kingdom if there
were no longer poachers?'

If you love reading and you are spellbound by
all-things magical, you will probably enjoy The
Strangeworlds Travel Agency. Here Abigail
presents her thoughts in a book review which
we are hoping to submit to the Awesome Book
Awards in due course. Thanks for the insight
Abi!
I enjoyed reading the Strangeworlds Travel
Agency and, as I was reading it, it felt as if I
was both Johnathan Mercator and Flick Hudson
at the same time. Near the end, Flick was
confident with herself and I think she is really
brave.
My favourite character was Flick Hudson
because she was brave, curious and full of
confidence in herself. She knew that she wasn’t
going to give up ever even after she got
kidnapped two times by thieves in the city of
five lights. She didn’t cry when her friend,
Johnathan, lied to her when he found out she
could look at another world on his microscope
and she believed that she didn’t need him
everywhere she went.
My favourite part is when they were at the main city of lights and when they meet a friendly
thief; I think it would be dazzling and bright and there would be loads of cool things to see
and do. From the name, it might have been full of lights and would look very pretty amazing
at night. The thief didn’t try to kill them; she pretty much made friends with him.
I would rate it 4.8 out of 5. The only bad thing about it is that I wish that they were in the
agency a bit more. The scenes that have Flick’s brother in are cheerful and happy as the
toddler, who is named Freddy, is smiling.
I recommend this book to people who like magic and adventures. I would not really
recommend the book to people who don’t because people that don’t like magic and
adventures would find the book quite boring.

Year 3 are encouraged to mix their words
Last week, the children looked at the
features of a diary. They had the option to
write a diary from the perspective of
either Harry or Dudley when they visited a
zoo together. We were very impressed
with the wonderful use of language and
features that the children used and they
seemed thoroughly to enjoy stepping into
a character’s shoes.
This week the children have also been
exploring how to describe a setting with a
focus on Diagon Alley.

They were introduced to a range of styles of figurative language throughout the week which
they then applied to their descriptions. With Miss Langham, the children created their own
Figurative language key rings which will help them with their creative writing in the weeks to
come.

Hats on for Year 2
In Maths, 2L have been learning column subtraction. To help, we donned our hats and took
on the roles of Mr Hundreds, Miss Tens and Mr Ones. The children loved the added drama,
and have now all got a firm understanding on column subtraction with grouping!

The learning doesn't stop at
breaktime! Some of the
Year 2 children challenged
themselves to build a
structure higher than the
Chestnut Building. Through
a lot of trial and error, along
with a lot of collaboration
and effective communication
between them, they
succeeded and were so
happy with their
achievements

Beautiful Bar Charts
This week Miss Dancy's Y4 Maths Set started looking at different types of graphs, and can
now create beautiful, neat and accurate bar graphs from a results table. They have learnt
new language including y and x axis, as well as understanding how to produce a graph from
scratch! The pupils were so proud of their work, and so they should be! Next week, the
pupils are looking at line graphs, and are excited to learn another new skill! Keep up the
amazing work!

A special Nativity Performance
Years One and Two are getting excited about their alternative Nativity performance. They
enjoyed trying on their costumes, learning songs and are beginning to act out scenes. With
the help of Mrs Haydock and Mr Tappin they recorded their lines so that they can build their
confidence on stage. The children will take to the outside stage with the performance being
broadcast to the parents. It promises to be a unique telling of the story in these exceptional
times.

5LW have spent the week testing different scientific substances by adding them to water to
see if they will dissolve and if any will create a gas.

Year 4 talk fact, not fiction
As part of their topic on India, Year 4 was challenged to write non-chronological reports on
animals that live in India. They were focussing on using interesting word choices
and sentence openers (including punctuating their openers with a comma). Mrs Watanabe
was impressed with all the children’s submissions. The three shared above were great
examples from a hugely successful class exercise.
Meanwhile, Mr Moses took advantage of the good weather and the tipi to take his maths
group outside. The children enjoyed being outdoors which no doubt inspired their ability to
solve problems and find the missing mathematical answers!

Oxted and Westerham Committee
Christmas Wreaths
These beautiful wreaths are 15” in diameter and
made to order by a local florist. They are £45 each
with £15 going to Cancer Research.
Please
contact
Katie
at
07799715089
katie@darvalldesign.com to confirm your chosen
colour and style. Order by 20th November.
Collection from Squerryes Winery on 6th
December - 9am till 11am

Christmas Trees are also available. This is a fabulous opportunity to purchase superior quality
trees! Order by 1st December. Order form at the end of The Nutshell Collection from Squerryes
Winery on 6th December.

Year 5 enjoyed stepping into role as characters from their class text, 'Street Child', this
week. The performers were tasked with portraying the actions and emotions of characters
during key moments in Chapter 2. Meanwhile, the audience were asked to identify the
scenes shown and the emotions displayed. All children then worked together to create a
catchy caption to summarise each scene. Super work Year 5!

Please pass on our thanks to staff, parents and pupils at Hazelwood School for their
amazing harvest donations. We've been blown away by people's generosity this year and
our shelves are very well stocked for the coming months. Thank you.

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
Dear Parents
The following communications have been sent out as detailed below and are available to
view on the Parent Information Portal (PIP):
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
CALENDAR WEEK 12
Published on PIP
LETTERS
Years 1-8 - Remembrance Service - Recording Link and Order of Service
Year 5 - Curriculum Map
Year 4 - Curriculum Map
Year 3 - Curriculum Map
Year 2 - Curriculum Map
Year 1 - Curriculum Map
REMINDERS/NOTICES
Monday 16th November, pupils may wear odd socks in support of Anti-Bullying Week and
'United Against Bullying'.
Year 3 - English Speaking Board Information & Consent - deadline Monday, 30 November
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Term Dates are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section & Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07733 073057
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Cherry - 07901 377692 or Amanda - 07553181085
RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOL PHASE 4 & FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Please refer to these documents, published on 19 August and available on PIP, for any
current information regarding your child’s return to school. The current updated Risk
Assessment document is also available to view on the School website.
TEMPERATURE CHECKING
A reminder that, as included in The Return to School Parent Agreement, parents must
monitor and check their child’s temperature before leaving to come to school each day. Any
child who is unwell and displaying any of the stipulated Covid-19 symptoms must not come
to school and Government guidance with regard to testing and self-isolation must be
followed.
FACE COVERINGS
Year 7 and 8 pupils must wear face coverings upon arrival to school and when moving
around the site and outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas where
social distancing cannot easily be maintained. Any pupils outside of these year groups, who
want to wear a face mask whilst at School, are free to do so. Please refer to the parent letter
dated 4/11/20 for further information.
Any pedestrian parents dropping off or collecting children, must wear a face covering whilst
on site and keep a safe social distance from others. Parents who, for any reason if

absolutely essential, need to get out of cars when dropping off or picking up, must also wear
a face covering.
CLASSROOM/BUILDINGS VENTILATION
Pupils may bring an additional, warm hoodie or sweatshirt to school with them. Either a
uniform one if they have one or an alternative plain coloured garment.
SWIMMING YEARS 3-8 (Please refer to timetable in parent letter 15/10)
KIT
YEARS 3-6 - School swimming costume/shorts with a school hat. Goggles are optional.
Years 7 & 8 - May wear a home costume/shorts but strictly sensible swimwear and no
bikinis. School hats must be worn and googles are optional.
GAMES/PE LESSONS REMINDER
YEARS 3 & 4 - Tuesday and Thursday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads, football boots
and a mouth guard for hockey should be brought to school in a boot bag, all will be stored in
Form rooms. Girls please bring football boots if they have them.
YEARS 5 & 6 - Monday and Wednesday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads, football boots
and a mouth guard for hockey should be brought to school in a boot bag, all will be stored in
Form rooms. Friday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson. Girls please
bring football boots if they have them.
YEARS 7 & 8 - Monday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.
Wednesday and Friday - arrive at school in full kit. Shin pads, football boots and a mouth
guard for hockey should be brought in a boot bag, all will be stored in Form rooms. Girls
please bring football boots if they have them.
YEARS 3-8 GAMES KIT
Full tracksuit, with blue top and shorts/skort underneath. Long blue and pink
socks. Hoodies can be worn under tracksuit top, if the children have one.
YEARS 3-8 GIRLS
On PE and single Games lesson days, please come to school wearing school skort under
uniform.
On single Games and PE lesson days when pupils arrive at school in full uniform, they
should be wearing their school shoes and bring trainers in a bag.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Mrs Powell in the School Office
on aa@hazelwoodschool.com. Please give details of the days your child will be walking
home, whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are
shorter. Please note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and
handed to their Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school
day. At the end of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is
leaving the school site and the phone collected.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6 or the hard copy Absence Request form, which the
School Office can email to you upon request.

TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.

