This week’s Nutshell brings to a close a fortnight in which the school has made a
resplendent return to both the completion of the most recent phase of its exciting Outdoor
Learning area and the launch of its Walking on Sunshine programme. The staff and pupils
across both sites have tremendously enjoyed immersing themselves in the spirit and
challenge of both. The sun has for the most part been shining and with blue skies above, it
has been difficult not to feel compelled to smile nor to have a summertime spring in your
step. Our ambition was to have as uplifting a summer term as current, and changing,
guidelines will allow and from what I have seen over the past two weeks, we are succeeding
in this determination. Spirits have been well and truly uplifted!
Just wanted to drop you a line to say thank you,
and applaud you on such an uplifting and fun idea.

The Outdoor BOX is fantastic and takes our collective commitment to the concepts of
Courage and Creativity to another level. Perfectly complementing the essence and ethos of
the Inside BOX, the impact it has already had on the pupils’ teaching and learning has been
striking. Being able to be outside in the rejuvenating fresh air alone has ignited new
passions and perspectives in and on their learning. Being able to whizz down the 30m slide
having completed a task successfully or to choose one of the three learning domes and to
talk, via the interconnecting tubular telephones with your classmates in the next pod is
something else! Every year group has made use of the new environment to excellent effect.
I am so excited by its potential and by the opportunity to showcase it to our community once
we are allowed to do so. I cannot wait for the children from the Nursery to be able to come
and enjoy its delights! Thank you to everyone who worked so hard over the Easter holidays
to get the work completed and to the teachers who took part in the Big Dome Challenge,
racing against each other and the clock to erect the three teaching and learning domes. It
was good to see the spirit of teamwork and collaboration very much alive on the day (albeit
with a touch of fierce competition!) That level of enterprise, initiative, focus and fun set the
bar for what we expect from all who have the bravery to enter The Outdoor BOX. No one
has disappointed so far!

On Monday, the school and Nursery were awash with a sea of yellow as we all enjoyed the
first of many Vitamin D-Days. Filled with a generous shot of sunshine (mostly provided by
our special hoodies and ear-to-ear smiles), the term-long programme will boost our mental
and physical well-beings. Already, the whole school has taken part in a sunshine flash mob
(in our year group bubbles) on the hills of Hazelwood whilst Year 7 have been challenged
with a tricky cross country obstacle course. Today we have enjoyed the first of many
Sunshine al-fresco Picnics and Mrs Tulett is primed and ready to launch her series of art
collaborations in order to create a gallery of uplifting and optimistic artworks to share with the

wider community. The Nursery too are turning grey skies blue with their own programme of
sunshine activities. I am so pleased that everyone has embraced the initiative and the
benefits that it will undoubtedly bring. Whilst it will have but a small impact compared to the
scale of the global pandemic and its devastating effect, we are keen, as restrictions begin to
be lifted, to play our part in rejuvenating and energising those in and around our school
community. Even if we are not greeted each day with blue skies and sunshine, our
collective spirit will do its best to chase the rainclouds away!

Please pass on my thank you to the team for this initiative.
Love the idea and the execution sounds great fun.
It made my day to pull out such a bright happy
hoody from my daughter’s bag!

Absolutely love this! Sunshine superstars! I think the children will embrace this.
Thank you for how much you are about their wellbeing.

Such a lovely idea and so much positivity for the school.
Please pass on our thanks and appreciation to everyone!

Brilliant … Well done Hazelwood! It puts a spring in my step knowing that you
are taking such great care of the children and that you are proactively buffering
the stifling effect of Covid -and helping our kids to flourish! Very re-energising!

For a list of communications hosted on the Parent Information Portal (PiP) each week please
see the ‘Notice Board’ further down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years

A fabulous week at the Early Years site has been had by all. The sea of yellow on Monday
for the whole site photo and lots of outdoor exploration this week have inspired the children
to take their learning outdoors. It has been wonderful to see every inch of space being used
across the site. This week saw the Skylarks introduce the BOX philosophy into their weekly
planning. This philosophy that runs throughout Hazelwood works beautifully in tandem with
the Characteristics of Effective Learning. The children were challenged to create their own
castle/den or other habitat for Jack to live in. The children were posed with questions such
as, how can we join the pieces together? What can you do now? Can you think of another
way to do it? How can we fix this?
Standing back and listening to the children discuss and plan, then watching them test and
succeed particularly after making mistakes initially was truly wonderful. I am very much
looking forward to seeing the children explore these very important skills over the coming
term.
Please see below for a full round up of the week from each of the rooms. They have all had
their own topics but have found time to join in the ‘Walking on Sunshine’ activities.
We have been walking on sunshine this week in Fledglings 1! The children have enjoyed
making a sun catcher using tissue paper to bring the sunshine into our room. We have also
learnt a new song called 'Mr sun' which the children have enjoyed moving too. Lots of
texture exploring this week with sand painting and making shapes with some yellow
playdough!

Fledglings 2 have had a SUNtastic week! We have been exploring the garden for some
much needed fresh air with an abundance of different toys and textures! This week the
children have been learning about pond life, they have been hopping with excitement as we
explored the life cycle of frogs! We went on an adventure to see the painted pond outside of
Lower Robins and to count the fish we could see. The children have also been colour
matching and counting frogs as well as looking at their different sizes!

This week the children in Lower Robins we have carried on with the theme ‘Going on a Bear
Hunt’. The children particularly enjoyed going on a Bear trail, through a sensory walk. They
loved feeling all the different textures on their bare feet, the children went through long
grass, soil, sticks, water, snow/ice and even through a dark bear cave! The children have
been learning about different prepositions, such as ‘on top, underneath, and in front’ by
placing the small bears around a cup. We have also been learning about different quantities
and using the language ‘more or less’ through counting bears and placing a different amount
in different containers. The sunny weather at the beginning of the week has allowed the
children to spend lots of time outside. We have also enjoyed building with large bricks,
threading bears, and acting out the bear hunt story through music and movement.
The children have enjoyed participating in the whole school ‘Walking on Sunshine’ event, we
have taken part in whole Early Years picture, wearing our sunshine hoodies and head bands

and on Thursday the children enjoyed creating their own Summer canvases, using a wide
range of materials.

The Upper Robins’ children have been extremely busy this week focusing on the topic of
jungle animals. They have displayed excellent knowledge of animal names, their unique
features and the sounds they make, through a wide range of, both child and adultled, creative, mathematical and physical activities. We have created large animal heads,

individual snakes and rainforests plus jungle animal masks which highlighted our ability to
use colour and shape appropriately, sequence the letters of our name and replicate a simple
pattern. Some children matched animal print to the correct creature and others showed their
matching skills whilst playing a game of Jungle Bingo. To extend our gross motor
movements, we moved around like different jungle animals and then negotiated a
challenging ‘jungle gym’ on the tennis courts. Further activities included painting our selfportraits, which accentuated our similarities and differences, going on a shape hunt and the
exciting introduction of our caterpillars which we hope to observe as they transform into
butterflies over the coming weeks.

Alongside our main focus, we participated in the ‘Walking on Sunshine’ initiative, creating a
large outdoor Summer scene and painting a selection of different textured media and
fashioning them into a giant ice lolly and ice cream...mmmm, good enough to eat!

"Fee Fi Fo Fum! Watch out Skylarks, HERE I COME!" has been this week's catch phrase
from our theme of Jack And The Beanstalk. The children have really enjoyed exploring
sound using the boomwhackers as 'axes' to chop down various 'beanstalks' around the

garden, and finding that different sized boomwhackers create different sounds or varying
volumes, depending on how hard they were bashed! Thursday's Summer Art Day was a hit
with all the class, as the children practiced their fine motor skills with pastel paint filled water
shooters - Watch this space as we unveil the finished masterpieces next week. A GIANT
well done to Thomas C from Skylarks who independently wrote his own rendition of Jack
and the beanstalk, using his phonetic knowledge and blending skills to form recognisable
letters, and story retelling skills to correctly order the illustrations! Phenomenal effort!

Oak started their new topic 'Once Upon a Time' last week by learning about the story 'Jack
and the beanstalk'. The children were surprised to see a beanstalk growing in the corridor
and even more surprised to find some giant footprints leading away from it and into the
classrooms! Out on the decking there was a giant's castle. The children have really enjoyed
dressing up in the giant's clothing - especially his huge work boots. We planted our own
beanstalks and can't wait to see them grow. We are having a class competition to see who
can grow the tallest beanstalk but we don't think any will get giant sized. The children also
enjoyed using magic beans to help them with their maths this week. They estimated how
many beans would fit in their footprint and used beans to measure some beanstalks too.

The children were also very excited to have their first PE and swimming lessons with the
specialist staff last Tuesday. The children especially loved jumping into the swimming pool
and doing super star floats! This week, the children were just as excited and a number of
them did not want to leave the pool!

We have also enjoyed some 'Sunshine moments' this week. On Monday, the children were
challenged to build bridges across the grass to reach the slide on the other side. All six of
their group members had to get across without touching the ground but there wasn't enough
equipment to reach all at once. The children soon realised that they would have to pass the
equipment along to each other to move the bridge. They worked brilliantly in their teams,
listening to each other and helping each other to move over, under and along their bridges.
On Thursday, Oak worked together again to create some lovely seaside art inspired by the
book 'The Magic beach' which we read together.

News from Hazelwood
Sunshine Congratulations to Campbell C. Isabelle C, Freddie G and Amelia H all of whom
have worked hard to be the first to secure their Gold Award. Having amassed their 300
house points for great work, effort and being a good friend, the thinking cap is o as to what
reward can be offered in light of the pandemic and the current closure of Pizza Express. Mrs
Louw is going to miss her summer term of pizzas and chocolate brownies!
Staffing Update
Following previous staffing updates, we will be saying a fond goodbye to a small number of
our staff team at the end of this academic year. Mrs Carter-Pegg and Mr Hewitt will both be
retiring. Mrs Carter-Pegg has supported many children during her time as a member of the
SEN Department and has been part of the Hazelwood Community as a parent for many
years previously. Mr Hewitt will be leaving us after 25 years with the Music
Department! Mrs Steel and Mr Head are both relocating to pastures and ventures new. Mrs
Steel will be saying goodbye to her Year 6 Form, the English and SEN Department and Mr
Head to the Games Department. All of our leaving staff will be very much missed by their

colleagues, the pupils and the wider Hazelwood community and I am sure that you will join
me in sending them our very best wishes for their various future ventures. They have been
asked to keep in touch!
Best Foot Forward
On Sunday 11th April I took on the challenge of running the Royal Parks half marathon. This
was my first half and one I completed virtually. I was very lucky to have the company of my
brother for the first 4 miles, which gave me a good start and my husband met me at certain
points so I could rehydrate on the go. I like a challenge and had a target time to aim for. At
the finish I knew I was on to achieve this and with loud cheers from family and my husband
running alongside me for the last half mile I was very pleased to complete the run with my
target time of 1hour 50minutes and 8secs.
I would like to say a MASSIVE thank you for all the kind messages and donations. I am
overwhelmed with the generosity towards this amazing charity and I have felt so supported. I
am very thankful to have such wonderful family and friends. This was a great challenge and I
was so happy to have the opportunity to be a part of it. Thank you!
Miss Luff

Meet our new Governor: Elizabeth Bruwer
I am honoured to be joining the
Hazelwood Board of Governors in
June this year. I have been a
parent
at
Hazelwood
since
September 2015 and love living in
Oxted and being part of the
wonderful Hazelwood community.
We have two children, aged 14 and
12. Our daughter Hannah finished
Year 8 in 2020 and our son
Frederick is currently in Year 7. My
husband and I are originally from
South Africa and spent many years
living in Switzerland, where

Hannah and Frederick were also born, before coming to the UK in 2015 after a short stint in
South Africa. I qualified as a lawyer in South Africa and England and currently work at a trust
company in London (although, like many other parents, I have been working from home for
more than a year now!).
Serving as a Hazelwood Governor would give me the opportunity to give something back to
the school that has given so much to my children, and to the community in which we live. I
am hoping that the combination of having been a parent at various schools coupled with my
legal background and many years working in a fiduciary role will stand me in good
stead, and I look forward to working with the School Management and the other Governors
in helping to shape the strategy at Hazelwood so it can remain the fantastic school that it is.
Giving a new home to those in need
With the help of Mr Sone from the Estates Team,
the children of Chestnut have created what can
only be described as a deluxe bug hotel in the
playground. Made from materials sandwiched
between some unused palettes, the children are
hoping that it will soon attract an array of new
residents to the playground.

Over the Easter holidays, the Chestnut Playground was further enhanced with the
addition of two slides and a giant sandpit. Scooters too have been added to enrich the
children’s playtime experience.

This week, more than 100 intrepid Hazelwood pupils in years 8, 7 and 6 joined 200,00+ of
their worldwide peers in taking on the annual UKMT Junior Mathematical Challenge.
Comprising of a thought provoking selection of 25 multiple choice problems, pupils are
encouraged to apply their mathematical knowledge to a variety of testing, unfamiliar
problems. It’s all about the taking part, but with many schools opting for the new, online
version, we hope to report on some successes in the next few weeks

Year 6 show a civil tongue

Nort quite the Spanisj Inquisition but alongside the fire pit, Year 6 gave their classmates a
grilling on the reasons behind the Civi War, interrogating one of their number who assumed
the role of King Charles 1. This time, there was no revoltion and everyone kept their heads
despite some intense questionning.

Dropping into Year 5 Science
Year 5 were investigating what affects air resistance by testing different size parachutes
dropped from the Bailey terrace. The children had a lot of fun testing the different sized
parachutes, recording their results and ensuring it was a fair test. They found out that the
larger the surface area of the parachute, the more air resistance there is as the biggest
parachutes were the slowest to reach the ground.

Meanwhile, Year 6 too were making
the best use of the sunshine to
continue their investigation into
heat transfer. As part of their topic,
‘Getting Hot’, the needed to out
different materials through their
paces to see which one retained
Please can you pass on our thanks to everyone involved in organising
themost
Fun Club.
Imogen has absolutely loved
heat
effectively.
it and said it’s the best thing she’s done in her whole life!

Thank you to everyone who gave blue shirts and sports kit towards the end of last term.
As you can see, the garments have already made it out to Kenya and are being put to great
use.
A Wembley WOW!
and Well done to
Henry D who spent
many a painstaking
hour during the
holidays recreating
this amazing model
of the home of
English
football.
Mr Fagg was so
impressed with the
lifelike
resemblance that
he was almost
tempted to start
chanting
football
songs in Form
Time!

Return to Summer Term Fixtures
Please remember to register your preference if you do not wish your child to take part in
the summer term fixtures (either at home or away) by following the Google link included
in the Friday afternoon communication sent out to parents. Monday is the deadline to
register your opinion.

Year 8 were the first to enjoy the Outdoor BOX. Even Mr Jarvis
found time to take his inaugural Whoosh down the slide!

Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following letters have been hosted on PiP (main site only) this week. If you need a
duplicate copy, please contact the School Office.
PIP (Parent Information Portal) Access Link
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL
SOCS Calendar
http://calendar.hazelwoodschool.co.uk/week.aspx?ID=25213
LETTERS
Year 8 – Residential Trip & Leavers’ Programme – consent, balance payment & Cumulus
forms deadline Friday, 7 May
Year 8 French Pupils – French Speaking Breakfast – RSVP by 9am Friday, 30 April (emailed
28/4)
Year 7 – Reproduction in Science
Year 6 – Exam Information & Timetable
Year 6 – Year 7 Scholarship applicants – Assessment Timetable & Interview Timings (will be
emailed to individual parents by close of day Friday, 30 April)
REMINDERS/NOTICES
Years 4 & 5 – Caterham Presentation 4 May – reminder that if you wish to attend and have
not already replied, to email Mrs Diane Best at admissions@caterhamschool.co.uk with
information as requested in the invitation sent.
Summer Term Fixtures – Information will be published to parents shortly.
Music and LAMDA Weekly Timetables are uploaded to PIP every Friday.
The Staff Contact list is available on the School Website/Parents’ Section.
Updated Term Dates to July 2022 are available on the School Website/Parents’ Section &
under Admissions.
Late Room Contact Information for out of hours (the School Office closes at 5pm)
Years 1 & 2 - 07733 073057 (Chestnut Building 01883 733848)
Years 3-5 - 07827 687874
Years 6-8 - 07444 723032
Bus Services - Cherry/Sylvia - 07901 377692 or Gary - 07553181085
RETURN TO SCHOOL PROTOCOL MARCH 2021
Please refer to this document, published on 2 March 2021 and available on PIP, for any
current information regarding your child’s return to school from 8 March 2021. The current
updated Risk Assessment document is also available to view on the School website. The
Head’s pre-return to summer term email of 15/4 also refers.

WATER BOTTLES
Pupils should bring to school each day their own named and filled water bottle.
WALKING HOME YEARS 6-8
A reminder that we require written permission from parents if they wish their child to walk
home from school and, therefore, would ask that you email Miss Roberts in the School Office
on schoolsec@hazelwoodschool.com if your child needs to be added to the register or if
there are changes to current details held. Please give details of the days your child will be
walking home, whether they will have a mobile and if this will continue once the days are
shorter. Please note that if your child does have a mobile phone this must be locked and
handed to their Form Tutor on arrival in school, to be kept safely until the end of the school
day. At the end of the day the appropriate member of staff must be informed that the pupil is
leaving the school site and the phone collected.
GAMES/PE LESSONS REMINDER
YEARS 1 & 2 - pupils should come into school in Games kit on their respect Games day Year 1 Tuesday / Year 2 Thursday.
YEARS 3 & 4 - Tuesday and Thursday - arrive at school in full kit.
YEARS 5 & 6 - Monday and Wednesday - arrive at school in full kit. Friday - trainers only,
change in classroom before the lesson.
YEARS 7 & 8 - Monday - trainers only, change in classroom before the lesson.
Wednesday and Friday - arrive at school in full kit.
YEARS 3-8 GAMES KIT
For the longer Games lessons all pupils will need Hazelwood White PE tops, white shorts
(boys), blue skorts (girls) and white sport socks to go with their full tracksuit. Suitable sport
trainers, not leisure trainers must be worn. A reminder that watches and swatches should be
removed for PE and Games lessons and those pupils with stud earrings will also be asked to
remove these for their lessons.
For Years 3 & 4 boys, cricket whites will be optional and for Years 5-8 boys encouraged,
later in the year.
On single Games and PE lesson days when pupils arrive at school in full uniform, they
should be wearing their school shoes and bring trainers in a bag.
YEARS 3-8 GIRLS
On PE and single Games lesson days, please come to school wearing school skort under
uniform.
SWIMMING – Oak-Year 5 pupils have returned to usual timetabled lessons from this week.
OFF GAMES/PE
Pupils in Years 3-8 who are off Games/PE are expected to remain on site and will
accompany their group to watch lessons. The general expectation is that in most
circumstances, pupils who are well enough to be at school are also well enough to
participate in the full day. Mrs Varcoe, our School Nurse, is on site should a child need to be
assessed and go home.
DAILY ABSENCES
Any daily absences for Y1-8 should continue to be reported to
absenceandoffgames@hazelwoodschool.com

ABSENCE REQUESTS
All absence requests for medical and other appointments (for those that cannot be made out
of school hours) and senior school visits, should be made using
https://forms.gle/aHUCmSwhYAihfgPF6
TERM TIME ABSENCE
We endeavour to publish all the school holiday dates well in advance, so that parents may
plan family trips and other events during the long holiday periods and over weekend time.
We encourage parents not to take their children out of school during term-time unless it is
absolutely essential so as not to interrupt their learning. Unless there are extenuating
circumstances, term-time absences will be registered as unauthorised absence. Please be
aware that this information may be given to senior schools as part of the transition process if
they request it. If your child is absent during term-time for holiday reasons, please note that
staff will not be able to provide catch up work. Any requests for term-time holiday should be
made using the link above. Thank you for your co-operation.
SCHOOL CAR PARK
Can we please remind parents to be considerate and courteous towards other parents and
drivers in the school car park. Safety is paramount, not just for the children, but for all users
of the car park and we thank you in advance for your patience, especially during busy
periods when the weather may not be at its best. A reminder that the maximum speed limit
in the car park is 5mph - please also be mindful of this when exiting the car park onto the
road; there are a number of parents and pupils who need to cross the road by the exit to
walk through the woods. We would also kindly request that parents do not arrive early for
their stipulated pick up time(s), so as not to cause traffic queues both in the car park and
onto the road.
MUSIC LESSONS
Please note that the Peripatetic staff are not responsible for collecting pupils in Years 5-8 for
their music lessons. The first step to becoming a great musician is having discipline and
making sure you are on time for your lesson. In line with the Music Tuition Terms and
Conditions, missed lessons are still chargeable. Please kindly ensure that you and your
child check the weekly music timetable (on PIP) and are aware of when a lesson has been
scheduled. It would also help if you could support your child by checking that they have set
an alarm for their music lesson on their school iPad if they have one or, by using a small
wrist watch alarm. If there are any issues with the scheduling of your child's lesson, please
contact Mr Charlie Tappin, Head of Music at tappinc@hazelwoodschool.com at least 24
hours before the lesson is due, so that we can try to find a solution.

