A big welcome back to
everybody. I hope you have all
enjoyed the holidays and that
the New Year was ushered in
with resolutions a-plenty! I wish
everybody a Happy and
Prosperous 2018
I am looking forward to the year
ahead and spending as much
time as possible visiting the
classrooms on both sites and
speaking with staff, parents and
pupils on a regular basis. We
have an exciting two terms
ahead!
The first week back has been a
busy one and, on my journeys
around the sites, I was delighted
to visit Oak at the start of their
Arctic project, see Year 1 in all
their swashbuckling glory and
the ancient Egyptians in Year 2,
an exciting start to this term’s
topics and I can definitely say
that
any
post-Christmas
cobwebs seem to have been
well and truly blown away!
The stunning view over the Baily Building one evening before Christmas.
We are, as a school, trying to streamline and reduce the number of emails which we send out
to parents. We appreciate that multiple communications can be frustrating and we are
planning to host all messages on “PIP” (the new Parent Information Portal) as soon as possible
and to send a weekly notification of the messages released and a reminder to check the portal
to access them. In the meantime, communications will be uploaded to the Parents’ section of
the school website and can be accessed under “Parent Communications”.
I promised you, in a Nutshell leading up to Christmas, more news about the recipients of this
year's Community Fund. In total ten local organisations received grants totalling £7,000.00. I
am grateful for the Committee of staff, Governors, parents and local individuals who gave up
their time to review the applications and draw up the list of recipients. They did a great job
and I think the awards have gone to very good homes. The money will facilitate projects and
raise most worthy profiles for the following in our community:

Organisation

How the money will be used

St Stephens School, Godstone

To provide transport for the pupils to attend
local sporting events

Quarter Pint Ponies

To cover running costs of the ponies’ visits
to schools, hospitals and hospices

Hurst Green Athletics Club

To provide equipment for the young athletes

Little Oaks pre-School

To provide outdoor equipment for the young
learners

Panda Nursery

To provide Forest School training for a team
member

Limpsfield Grange School

To furnish books for the library

North Downs Community Orchestra

To provide workshops and a community
outreach programme with Godstone Primary
School

Hurst Green Nursery and Infant School

To provide outdoor play and learning
resources

Busy Bees pre-school

To provide outdoor play and learning
resources

Hurst Green and Holland Children’s Centre

To provide training for parents to assist with
language and speech development

The cheques were presented on Friday morning to representatives of the organisations under
the watchful eyes of Kevin Black (of the County Border News), Peanut and Rumour, two of
the amazing Quarter Pint Ponies who came along during fruit break much to the excitement
and delight of the children. The Community Fund benefits from fund raising undertaken by
the whole school, from the support of the HPA and from retiring collections at school events
such as the Carol Service and Year Group plays and shows. It is something that the school
is committed to continuing and we appreciate your support in helping us honour this
intention. I know too that the £15,000 so far distributed over the two years of the Community
Fund, has been put to good use to the benefit of people living in and around
Oxted. Applications for next year's grants will be invited in October 2018.

The Community Fund recipients 2017/18

With the New Year upon us, it's all too
easy to forget the year that has just
ended. Some, in the media, have
written 2017 off as a 'terrible year',
perhaps with just reason. However the
2016-17 academic year for Hazelwood
School was a tremendous twelve
months and I am delighted to say that
the Lupercus magazine which records
all our varied and wonderful triumphs
and endeavours in word and
picture has arrived fresh from the
printers. It is once again a fabulous
record and one which I hope will bring
back many happy memories as you
search its 100 pages looking for your
favourite moment of 2016-17.

A copy will be going home to each family on Friday. Please enjoy reading it and do let us know
if you need further copies to share with grandparents or other family members.
And so to the business of a new term at Hazelwood School. It doesn't take long for the eerie
silence which has consumed the corridors and classrooms of the school and nursery during
the holidays to be broken by the excited chatter of friends reunited and lessons well-learned

and well-taught. I am excited by what I know we will achieve, together as a community, over
the coming weeks. There will, I am sure, be many highlights to bring you news of in future
editions of the Nutshell.
For the time being, may I encourage you to come along to the presentation being made by
Brighton College's Head, Richard Cairns next Thursday on the Next Steps and Senior School
Life. We are so lucky to have growing connections with Brighton College, a school which has
the accolade of an Independent School of the Year award and, more importantly, to have
secured time in Richard's very busy diary. He is an orator of quite some standing. His
presentation will be passionate, informed and inspiring. It will be an evening not to be
missed. Please let Gail Greenwood know if you are able to join us by emailing her on
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com.
For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the ‘Notice Board’ further
down the Nutshell.
News from The Nursery & Early Years
It has been wonderful to welcome all of the children back after the festive break. A huge
welcome to those new children who have begun their Hazelwood journey in our nursery
rooms. Although the first full week back, it has been an action packed one. I have been into
all rooms and the excitement to learn and the smiles on the children’s faces has been a sight
to behold. Have a look below to see why we have such happy children, with this week’s round
up from the rooms.
This week in Fledglings 1 we have been exploring different coloured paint and mark making
with chalks. We have also been having fun in the garden building towers and cruising around
on our tricycles. The children have also enjoyed exploring the porridge oats and finding the
hidden insects.
In Fledglings 2 the children have all settled really well after the Christmas break. They have
been very busy making the’ Three Little Pigs’ with curly tails. They have built big and small
towers using different materials as well as making some yummy cakes.
Lower Robins have enjoyed exploring the land of dinosaurs this week. We have found frozen
dinosaur eggs containing various species of dinosaurs, made skeletons using pasta and
cotton buds and made a volcano and small world dinosaur scene. The children also enjoyed
ordering and sequencing dinosaur numbers.
This week in Upper Robins, we have been looking at ‘Ourselves’. The Robins children made
‘Robin’ our life size child which we labelled with all the different body parts. The children have
also been making their own mouths using marshmallows as the teeth. They were also able to
colour in a tooth, which was numbered from 1-20. We have also started to look at the first
sounds in the Read Write Inc phonics programme.
Skylarks have been busy recapping on their phonics and number recognition this week and
have remembered lots after the Christmas holiday. Their theme this week has been London,
and the children have loved playing in the role-play Buckingham palace. The children have
also enjoyed getting into the garden to play with their new bats and balls.

Oak Reception

Exploring the polar
areas was the focus of
Oak’s learning this
week.
This
has
included dressing up as
polar explorers in the
role-play area, writing
lists of things they may
pack for an expedition
and jumping polar
animals off an iceberg
to create take-away
sums!

News from Hazelwood
A
huge
Hazelwood
welcome to Mrs Lucy
Pelling and to Miss
Victoria Bovingdon who
have joined the staff team
as our new SENCO and
new
LAMDA
teacher
respectively. Lucy arrives
from a school in South
London with many years
and qualifications in the
area of special educational
needs whilst Victoria has
turned her back on a
career in stage and TV to
concentrate on her teaching and directing. Victoria has taught at Limpsfield Grange School
and has directed shows at the Miller Centre in Caterham for the past ten years. The school is
excited about their arrival and is looking forward to getting to know them and their families.
They bring huge amounts of expertise and passion for their subjects which will benefit the
children under their supervision and care.

Need help accessing PIP (Parent Information Portal) post activation?
If any parents have had PIP access problems following changing their passwords, post
activation, the following information should help get you back in:


Log onto the Portal link using the link below (you could save this in your “favourites for
future use or you can find it on the School website)
https://3sys.hazelwoodschool.com/schoolPORTAL



Input your username. This will be the e-mail address that the original portal activation
e-mail was sent to unless you have subsequently changed it. (If you have changed this
and need a reminder of what it is now, please contact Anne Field:
accountant@hazelwoodschool.com)



Click on “Forgotten your password?” and follow the instructions.

This should enable you to access. If problems persist, please contact Anne Field (as above).

Fraud Alert Warnings!
Parents should be reassured that the email sent out just before Christmas was indeed from
the school warning of an increased trend in fraudsters targeting the parents of Independent
Schools. In addition, please note that telephone calls or emails offering you discounts on fees
for prompt payment of pupil accounts and giving you bank details into which to pay the money,
are equally fraudulent. If in doubt, do please contact Nick Tappin or Anne Field at the school.
Doing their Dewty
The librarians intend to teach the younger pupils a bit about the Dewey classification system
this term, so where better to start than the noticeboard outside the library? This amazingly
arresting display whets the pupils’ appetites and entices them into the library to find out more.
Thank you to Mrs Wisniewski and her imagination which inspired its creation.
They also would love to see all library books safely returned to school after the Christmas
holidays!

QUESTION FOR THE QUEUE
Tuesday’s Chapel this week focused on characteristics and behaviour of people who are
happy. Therefore, I thought it would be good to find out what the children thought by asking
the following: What makes you happy?
Food … especially pizza on
a Friday!
My Friends
Cute animals
“Brighton beating Palace”
Keeping fit and healthy

Sleep
My Family
Being on holiday and
relaxing
Creating things with Lego
Maths

Other people being happy
around me
My dog
Being at school

Through this week’s assemblies, the children have been
thinking about what makes a happy person. This is a summary
of their thoughts. How different would your ideas be? And from
the above, how happy are you?!

Receiving compliments
Smiling

It’s Elementary for Jacob!

Huge congratulations and respect to Jacob C who silenced his form by reciting the whole of
the Periodic Table from A to Z. Jacob had obviously set himself a challenge over the
Christmas holidays and his diligence and application paid off with an element perfect
recitation.
Thank you from the school office
The office would like to thank all the lovely parents and form reps for their very kind Christmas
gifts. We hope you had a fabulous break and wish you all a happy and healthy New Year.

Earlier this week we sent out an email regarding the changes that are being trialled with
regard to tea-time and fruit break service. Thank you for your positive feedback:
This sounds absolutely fantastic and such a great solution that hadn’t even occurred to me.
These are such sensible changes but will make such a great difference. Whole heartedly
support this (as does James who I’ve just read this to). The sandwich quick snack is brilliant
as is the more substantial dinner and the whole idea to separate the two needs is just genius.
The carb alongside fruit break will be brilliant - it’s exactly what we’ve needed. It’s what I do at
home and again makes sense to keep little minds focused on learning not hunger for
lunch. Well done!

DT Textile Projects
During the Autumn Term Years 6,7 and 8 enjoyed working on textile projects. They developed
design ideas, pattern cutting and hand embroidery as well as working with different fabrics
and screen printing.

Year 6 Ugly Doll Project

Year 7 Woodland Draw String Bag Project.

News from the Music Department
A very warm welcome back to all our musicians! Thank you so much for all your hard work
last term - we really enjoyed our music making.
We are delighted to announce that Mr Justin Tambini,who kindly joined us for our Christmas
Concert, will be joining the peripatetic music staff from 11/1/18 teaching percussion. Mr
Tambini is a jazz specialist and, in addition to his teaching on a Thursday morning, he will be
leading the orchestral percussion team to offer our children specialist teaching.
We shall be running a House Music Competition in the fortnight commencing 29th of
January: our pupils will audition in front of their classmates to earn Music Competition points
for their House, and 6 finalists in each class, Year 1/2, Year 3/4, Year 5/6 and Year 7/8 will be
chosen for the finals. The finals will be adjudicated by external adjudicators and will take place
in the week commencing 19th of February. Finalists will earn additional Music
competition House Points and we hope that as many children as possible with play and sing
to earn points towards the final total so that we can determine the winning House in each
category. This is a warm and friendly competition and a chance for everyone to perform for
their friends - please contact Mrs Young on youngs@hazelwoodschool.com if you have any
questions.
Please remember, as per our Terms and Conditions, that children in Years 6-8 will not be
collected for their music lessons from the Spring Term each year. This is to help our
children take responsibility for their learning by setting an alarm on their watch or iPad 3
minutes before their lesson time so that they may arrive on time. Parents will be informed of
a 'no show' by their instrumental teacher.
If you are an exam candidate this term, please remember that additional aural sessions on
Tuesday lunchtime from 13.20 onwards, lunch slot permitting, and are compulsory. These
session will start next week on January 16th in the Baily Recital Room.
Mrs Bradshaw would like to gauge interest in an Adult Choir on a Thursday 4.45-5.45
pm (during the same time slot as the Chapel Choir) which would meet in the Baily Recital
Room. Mrs Bradshaw has extensive experience in musical theatre and the choir, open to staff

and parents, will be a light hearted and fun focus on this genre of music, and the techniques
required to accomplish a 'musical theatre sound'. Please email her directly on
bradshawe@hazelwoodschool.com if you would like to take part.
And finally...on February 17th Mrs Young is playing her violin in an unusual concert in
Tonbridge School Chapel at 7.30pm. Shostakovich Symphony No 7 is very rarely played
as it requires a huge orchestra but it is going to be performed by Tonbridge Philharmonic with
some fabulous professional players on the last Saturday of Half Term. If you would like to
attend please email Mrs Young for tickets.

A fun event open to families from Oak to Year 8. Get in gear to Drive a Beetle wild!

A special message from Madame Le Floch for Callum, Hannah, Felicity, Lucy and
Camilla for their beautiful work on the media….
A brilliant example of the mix of class work with their own research based on their personal
taste and some French culture. I am very impressed with the amount of motivation and thirst
to achieve top standards, which transpire into these posters.
Fantastique!

Exciting new discovery in the world of mathematics
One of the many highlights of the Christmas break, reported in both the scientific and the
popular press, was confirmation of the discovery of the newest Mersenne Prime Number.
Mersenne Primes are a rare form of prime number, found from powers of 2 -1.
Eg 2² - 1 = 3
2³ - 1 = 7

3 is a Mersenne Prime
7 is a Mersenne Prime

However, these numbers are so scarce, that it was just the 50th Mersenne Prime discovered
on Boxing Day 2017. It has been credited to an American volunteer who has been part of
The Great Internet Mersenne Prime Search (GIMPS) for 14 years and who will receive a
$3000 award.

The number contains 23,249,425 digits and is the sum of 277 232 917 -1.
This exciting discovery has been shared with a number of pupils in Year 5-8 as part of our
review of prime numbers. We learned that if this new Mersenne Prime was written out in full,
horizontally, it would measure 118km. One class calculated that 232 maths exercise books
would be needed to write it with 1 digit written in each square.

Prime numbers are important in computer encryption as there is no discernible pattern,
although numbers of this magnitude are too large to be of any practical use.
However, our pupils were excited by possibility of taking on the world’s greatest minds, with
Year 7 in particular setting out to be first to find a pattern, offering and testing numerous
hypotheses; no pattern found yet. (Pupils were also motivated by the $150,000 award to the
person who finds the first prime number with more than 100 million digits – Hope A has offered
to take many years out of school to work on this!)
More details on GIMPS available at:
https://www.sciencealert.com/record-breaking-mersenne-prime-number-23-million-digitsm77232917
Thanks to Harry E for the above image complete with special effects!

News from the Kitchen
Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections.
Congratulations to Katherine
from the Catering Team who got
married just before Christmas.
We wish Kat and her husband
many happy years together. The
couple will be honeymooning later
in the year meaning that Kat was
on hand to help prepare the
delicious BIG BREAKFAST which
greeted the children for lunch on
Wednesday. It looked and tasted
delicious and seemed to go down
well with all who set their alarm
clocks to get to the dining hall on
time!
A school of fruit lovers!
At Hazelwood, the children really love their fruit. Both at fruit break and at lunchtimes, freshly
chopped fruit is available. Every week, the school orders and chomps its way through:
150 bananas
150 Satsumas

540 Apples
200 Oranges

60 Pears

5 kg Grapes

And that’s not including Melon & Pineapple!

A nation of chocolate lovers!
Alongside the fruit, we also love our chocolate and the brownies, served occasionally as a
special treat at lunchtimes, are mouth wateringly tasty. Regardless of whether you are on a
New Year diet or not, it’s never a sin to enjoy a well crafted, crispy on the outside but soft and
gooey on the inside, chocolate brownie. Here is the recipe we follow at Hazelwood.
Helen and the Catering Team

Music Timetable

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining room
in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the notice
board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings their
instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these books
and instruments home when they do not need them in school.
Sports Department
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com by Friday afternoon ahead of assembly on Monday morning.
If your child is nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in time for the
assembly. The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the school. Thank
you.
Notice Board
Communication sent home this week
The following letters are now available on the Parent’s section of the website, under “Parent
Communications”. If you need a duplicate copy, please contact the School Office.
OAK – YEAR 8
YEARS 3-8
YEARS 3-8
Various
YEAR 4
YEAR 4
YEAR 4
YEAR 2

Hazelwood Family Beetle Drive
Richard Cairns (Head of Brighton College) Parent Presentation
Games Fixtures/Lessons – Winter Clothing
Ski Trip – Final Payment & Kit Lit
Residential Trip to Hindleap Warrant (Responses by Friday, 19th January)
Year 4 Play – Costumes, Props & Dress Rehearsal
Year 4 Play – Priority Ticket Booking (Responses asap)
Horniman Museum Trip (Responses by Monday, 5th February)

Key Events for Next Week
Monday 15 January
Tuesday 16 January
1800-1930 Nursery Staff Training Evening
2000 HPA Meeting
Wednesday 17 January
1430 Rugby: U13 A v Solefield Home
Rugby: U13 B v Handcross Park Home
Rugby: U12 B v Handcross Park Home
Rugby: U11 A & C v Solefield Home
Rugby: U11 B v Handcross Park and Solefield Home
Rugby: U10 B/C v Handcross Park Home
Rugby: U10 A, B/C v Solefield Away
Netball: U13 A-C v Radnor House Home
Netball: U11 A, B and C/D v Micklefield Home
1440 Netball: U10 A, B and C/D v Old Palace Away

Thursday 18 January
1025-1050 School Council Meeting
1430 Rugby: U9 A-D v Holmewood House and Solefield Away
Rugby: U8 A-D v Holmewood House Home
Netball: U9 A-B v Holmewood House Home
Netball: U8 A-C v Holmewood House Away
1900 Richard Cairns – Headmaster of Brighton College
Presentation to Parents ‘Next Steps and Senior School Life’
Friday 19 January
0845 Form Reps’ Meeting
1400 Sports Photographs (Years 3-8)
Saturday 20th January
9am Netball: U10 A & B tournament at St.Teresa's School in Effingham

