
 
 
This year we opted to celebrate Harvest within 24 hours of the official start of autumn just as 
the trees around the main school site are beginning to take on their golden and red seasonal 
hues.  This year too we were able to invite friends and family to join us in the Bawtree Hall, 
waving a fond, but grateful farewell to the more cramped conditions of the Dining Hall, 
spoiled as we are now with space and light (not to mention retractable seating!)  The 
celebration itself went back to basics with the whole school joining together to sing songs of 
praise for the food we eat and the countryside around us. Thank you to everyone who came 
along to join in our service of thanksgiving and to those who sent in the very many harvest 
baskets which were arranged by members of the HPA ready for the auction on Friday 
morning.  I have always loved Harvest, as a time of year, as a special moment of sharing 
and of showing an understanding of life beyond the bubble of our school community and for 
the uplifting songs which capture a spirit of joy and optimism.  It is a very honest occasion 
which remains immune from the commercial take-over which has somewhat swamped 
Christmas and Easter.  Hazelwood’s Harvest was pared back, even slightly rough around 
the edges but it was made all the more perfect because of this.  Thank you to everyone who 
was involved in preparing the pupils and encouraging them to sing with gusto. 
 

   
 

  
 
On Wednesday we had the first of our four Governors’ meetings this academic year. Sadly, it 
was the last meeting with Jo Naismith in the Chair.  After eight years, she has decided the 
time has finally come to hand over the reins and whilst she will not be taking things too 
quietly (and indeed will be continuing as a Director of the Nursery and Early Years for the 
foreseeable future), she will be reclaiming her Friday afternoons, a time she spent at school 
each week giving of her time, advice and support.  Jo has been involved with Hazelwood as 



a parent, as a Form Rep, as an HPA member and Chair and as the Registrar for over 
twenty-six years. Her three sons came to the school and she has been instrumental in 
shaping its history and more recently, its future.  The Baily Building was conceived and 
delivered in her watch.  She will be sorely missed with her calm and sage approach helping 
to keep the Governing Body and school on an even and balanced keel.  As sad as we are to 
see Jo step down, we are equally delighted that Annabel Lark has accepted the position of 
Chair. Annabel herself has seen her three children, daughters this time, progress through 
the school and as Chair of the Education Committee worked closely with Mrs Shaw and Mrs 
Louw in developing the school’s broad, challenging and balanced curriculum.  Annabel takes 
over the role at the start of half term.  The school will, in due course, be saying its goodbyes 
to Jo and showing our appreciation for all she has done.  If you would like to share your 
memories and thanks with Jo, please do so through the school office. 
 
At the end of Week 3 I feel that the school is well into its stride and life, whilst maintaining 
the zest and the zeal of the first few days back, has settled into a rhythm with children 
knowing where they need to be and by when throughout the day.  The children who joined 
us on site after the summer break seem to have acclimatised very well to life at Hazelwood 
and it’s as if the Year 1 cohort have been up on the Wolfs Hill site for ever!  Do please 
remember that if you do have any early teething troubles or concerns my door, and those of 
the school’s leadership team and other members of the teaching staff are always open.  It is 
within my culture and my upbringing to be open and honest. I would not want us to behave in 
any other way at Hazelwood and firmly believe that this is the right approach for the good of 
our whole community. 
 
Mrs Lindie Louw 
 

  
 

  
 

A list of the emails sent home this week appears later on in the Nutshell. 



News from The Nursery 

It has been lovely this week to see the growing confidence of the children and even the 
youngest children have become more familiar with different routines. I have even had some 
of them come up for a chat when I come into their rooms which was delightful. This week 
Fledglings 1 have been using the clay to make wiggly worms. They have explored the giant 
soft play and the archway was a great success, even if it did frequently tumble much to the 
children’s amusement. They have also been singing nursery rhymes and investigating 
different sounds made by the instruments. Fledglings 2 have been very ‘hands on’ with their 
messy play this week and have explored a whole range of different textures. They have also 
been making cows and cats, as well as their very own bus stop for their ‘Wheels on the 
Bus’.   
 
Bottom Robins have been on a bear hunt and found many bear paw prints – I am hoping not 
to meet the bear as he sounds very scary! In their room they have been sorting bears and 
enjoyed role playing in their new bear cave. Top Robins have been exploring the Elmer story 
and there have been elephants everywhere, some even made out of milk bottles.  
  
In Skylarks they have been exploring their senses. The children have made their own 
musical shakers and have experimented to see how they could make loud and quiet sounds. 
They have been on a sense walk around the Early Years site, and heard, saw, smelt and 
touched lots of things on their adventure. The children particularly enjoyed searching for all 
the different types of leaves. This led to some excellent descriptive language and beautiful 
leaf pictures of their favourite animals. Amongst all that they still found time to work 
collaboratively to collect leaves and then see how high they could get them to go on the 
parachute. 
 
Oak have continued their 3 bears theme and have made porridge, sorted and measured 
bears, been on a bear hunt and even had their very own crime scene, which needed a lot of 
investigation. The staff have been introducing the children to our new phonics and 
handwriting schemes and they are making excellent progress. There was intense 
concentration on their faces when using tweezers to transfer items form 1 bowl to another. 
Who knows maybe we will try the chopsticks next! 
 
So a fun filled, busy week for all. I am still amazed it has gone by so fast, but it has certainly 
been jam packed. I look forward to seeing many of you next week for the curriculum 
evening.  
  
Reminders: 

 Oak children should be dropped directly to the classrooms but not before 8am 
please. If you require an early morning drop off, please could you speak to office so 
we can ensure you are booked in. 

 All changes to permanent After School bookings must be given in writing on a 
permanent booking form please. 

 If collecting children from Robins between 3pm and 3.30pm please could you come 
via the main office rather than via the Fledglings 2 door. 

 Please could you ensure you have booked any extra sessions for half term as soon 
as possible. 

 
Dates for your diary: 

 Curriculum Evening on Tuesday 27th September 7pm in Paterson Hall. 

 HPA Quiz Night Thursday 29th September 7.30pm in Dining Hall – Main Site. 

 For HNEY parents interested in seeing the new building on the main site, there will 
be group tours the week of 3rd October at 10am (for groups of up to 10 people) on 



Mon-Thurs, please let Amanda Twyman know on 
earlyyearsreception@hazelwoodschool.com if you would like to attend.   

 Open Moring is on Friday 7th October – HNEY parents are welcome to tour the main 
site, but please contact Nick Tappin directly on bursar@hazelwoodschool.com to 
arrange this. 

 HNEY Eco Week w/c 10th October 
 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

If you had entered the Oak classrooms this week you would have been excused for 
thinking you had walked in on a training session for Britain’s Got Talent. Such was the 
range of activities being enjoyed by the children. From porridge making – just how 
Goldilocks likes it with plenty of sugar and golden syrup – to painting portraits of 
themselves in their smart uniform, the children demonstrated a range of skills.  When it 
came to sharing some of these talents with their teddies, the children set to work 
making them a range of must-have seasonal accessories including a fast car, a private 
jet and a swimming costume. 
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Nursery sky blue crested polo shirts  
Thank you for your patience whilst Schoolblazer tracked down an alternative supplier having 
been let down by their current source. They have found a suitable replacement shirt and will 
be back in stock by Monday of next week at the latest.  All outstanding orders will be fulfilled 
as a matter of priority. 
 

  
 

 

News from Hazelwood 

Caterham Open Morning 
The advertised Caterham School Open Morning clashes with a number of events being held 
off site this weekend. As a result, Mr Jones, the Head of Caterham (and former Hazelwood 
Governor) has agreed to host a special Open Morning for parents of Hazelwood School 
pupils who are considering either Year 9 entry to Caterham this September (2017) or a 
deferred Year 9 entry to Caterham in September 2019 (for our current Year 6 pupils).  
  
 

 
The children in 
Fledglings 2 have 
been enjoying 
themselves with a 
range of fun 
activities this week 
including making 
shapes and patterns 
in the play dough, 
painting the outside 
fence with water and 
creating original and 
tuneful compositions 
on the musical 
instruments.  They 
have been sleeping 
well when it’s time 
for a nap! 

 

A grateful shout out goes to the parents who are continuing to car share so that we do all 
we can to ensure a smooth drop-off and pick-up.  Special mention of the week goes to the 
Mrs Murray who delivers the Detillens Lane posse in the morning.  The children seem to 
be loving coming to school together even if it means Callum rides doubled up in the boot! 



Caterham have recently introduced a deferred entry scheme whereby parents of children in 
Year 6 can secure a Year 9 place at Caterham.  This option will particularly suit those pupils 
for whom Caterham offers ultimately the right level of academic challenge but for whom two 
further years at Hazelwood will give them the opportunity to experience leadership, to 
mature and to build confidence in a caring and supportive environment where the pupil, and 
their needs are better known. 
 
The deadline for 13+ Deferred Entry applications is Friday 4th November 2016. 
 

 
 
The attached flyer gives more details of the Caterham Open Morning.  Please contact the 
Admissions Department directly to book your place.  Mrs Louw is aware of the event and 
appreciates that children attending will be absent from school on that morning.  Please 
remember to let the office know that you will be attending the special Open Morning. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
With deferred entry now being 
offered by Caterham, Reigate 
Grammar, Kent College and 
Worth (amongst others), 
senior schools are showing 
their understanding of the 
value of Prep Schools in 
preparing pupils for transition 
whilst equally appreciating that 
parents want surety of a Year 
9 place being available for 
their child or children. 
 

Watch out Max Whitlock, Hazelwood 
gymnast is hot on your heels! 
Daniel H (Year 6) competed in the London 
regional qualifiers on Sunday. He came 4th 
overall and won a gold on vault and a 
bronze on pommel. He will now be 
representing Team London throughout this 
gymnastic season.  Daniel is shown on the 
far left in the picture.  He may be wearing 
blue but he is far from sad!  His family and 
the school are justly proud of his 
achievement.  Well done Daniel. 

 

 
Be kind to the environment 
Please can parents turn off 
their engines when leaving 
their cars parked in the car 
park even for a few moments.  
Not only is it potentially 
dangerous, it is harmful to the 
environment.  Many thanks. 
 



Up close and personal with the new £5 note 

  

This week the Year 8 pupils put the new polymer £5 note through its paces.  The new 
‘paperless’ currency has a new look and feel being made out of a ‘smart material’, polymer 
plastic.  Designed with many features to deter and prevent fraud and counterfeiting, the new 
£5 also has the added benefit of being washable so notes left inadvertently in jeans and 
trouser pockets will be returned after the cool wash cycle in one piece, albeit cleaner but still 
ready to spend.   
 

  

Thank you to everyone for their patience whilst double stream pick-up settles back into its end of 
day routine.  The clearer car park is certainly making for a less delayed pick up.  Thanks too for 
giving morning drop off a go.  It is lovely to see so many of the children from Year 1 giving it a 
go.  All the morning drop-off staff are enjoying getting to know you and seeing your smiles each 
day. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EUROPEAN LANGUAGE DAY REMINDER:
Years 7 and 8:

The language competition starts on Wednesday 28th

September!

À vos marques, prêts…partez!

Results will be published in the Nutshell in October.

 

 



Hazelwood Forest School returns … and brings the rain with it! 
 

 
 
It was perfect Forest School weather for the first exciting session of this academic year. 2W 
were raring to go and did not let the first rains of September dampen anyone’s spirits. The 
focus of this session was to develop our measuring and estimating in mathematics along 
with practising our communication skills. 
 
After having time to explore and spend time investigating the woods again the children 
returned to the fire circle to take part in a favourite Forest School activity. We played ‘Who 
am I’ where the children had to use careful questioning to guess what animal their partner 
had using fact cards of British Woodland Animals.  
 

  
 
This was hugely enjoyable and we learnt that thinking about our next response is as 
important as coming up with lots of questions! The children also focused on respecting each 
other by listening carefully to each other, not interrupting and congratulating each other 
when they completed the task. 
  

  



  
 
The lesson then moved into a maths and art session with the children constructing accurate 
sized pictures on the floor and decorating. Here are some of the results.  
 

  
 
We had a hugely enjoyable session and learnt lots about communication and listening – 
especially that you have to use a louder voice than usual when you are wearing a hood and 
it is raining!!! 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Hazelwood School takes 
to the road 
Through no fault of the 
school and its now un-
congested car park, you 
may still find yourself 
queuing in traffic behind a 
metrobus.  For the next few 
weeks, Hazelwood School 
is proud to be sharing its 
‘alphabest’ on the fleet of 
Surrey roving buses. 



  

  

When the children of Robins went, this week, on a Bear Hunt, they were excited to discover 
places around the Nursery where they had never been before.  They continued this voyage 
of discovery back in the classrooms as they explored different materials and their textures.   

  

The trees around the 
nursery were given a 
little help this week to 
shed their leaves.  
Skylarks collected and 
counted a variety of 
leaves in order to make 
wonderful leaf pictures.  
They developed their 
descriptive language 
and amassed the 
leaves into a huge pile 
to see how high it 
would reach! 



 

 
 
 

  
 
 

News from the Library! 

Year 3 Parents - please let us know if you intend to come along to the Library at 1.15pm on 
Friday 30th September. The Library is open between 1.15-2.15pm for parents of children in 
Year 3 to visit. Please email: Wisniewskin@hazelwoodschool.com or 
dymokek@hazelwoodschool.com.  

Thursday 6th October is National Poetry Day and we have the poet Chrissie Gittens 
coming to visit us at Hazelwood. An email will be sent to all prep school parents about this 
event. You may wish to give your prep school child/ren some money for one of the poet's 
poetry books (£6.99). Chrissie will be signing and selling her poetry books. Please put 
money into a named envelope. Thank-you. 

Summer Reading Challenge Success: our thanks to all the many children who took part in 
this annual summer holiday event. Nearly all the children who participated have now chosen 
their prize of a new book and they should have shown you! Congratulations to them all and 
to the large number of pupils who sent us wonderful postcards, book reviews and photos of 
themselves reading in places they visited on holiday. Lucy H must get a special mention for 
her beautifully presented booklet of book reviews. Our noticeboard has become a glorious 
display of these postcards, photos and reviews and we want to thank you, their parents, for 
taking time and effort to help your children write, stamp and post these cards and reviews. It 
couldn't happen without you! Thank-you!   

 

The cross country season got under way with the Interhouse competitions this week.  
Well done to the Juniors and Seniors who ran up hill and down dale in pursuit of house 
glory.  Our eventual winners were Eliza P and Oscar P (Senior girls and boys) and Poppy 
J and Daniel A (Junior girls and boys). Years 5 and 6 race on Friday so results will follow 
next week. 
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Welcome back to the 
wolves of Wolf’s Hill 
It’s been a long time since 
wolves menacingly roamed 
up and down the roads of 
Limpsfield, giving their 
nomenclature to the road 
outside the school.  Now 
thanks to the wonderful 
talent of Elias A (Year 7), 
the wolves have returned 
and have taken up 
residence in the corridors 
of the school’s main 
building.  Christened ‘Scar 
face’, this character is most 
definitely the leader of the 
pack; his beady eye 
betraying years of 
experience and a steely 
determination to survive. 
Elias created the double-
canvas masterpiece over 
the summer at one of Mrs 
Tulett’s Art Courses and 
has since gone on to craft 
one of the three (less 
aggressive) stags which 
will grace the front of the 
school Christmas card this 
year. 

When it comes to 
adopting the 
‘sleeping teddies’ 
pose, there is no 
group better at 
perfecting the tired 
eyes, the floppy ears 
and the stifled yawn 
than these young 
Skylarks dancers.  
Mrs Essex captured 
them on camera just 
before bedtime when 
each teddy, after an 
exhausting day at 
school was looking 
forward to a few 
hours of well- 
deserved shut eye!  

Not so n’Icehouse Wood 
Please can we ask parents not to use Icehouse Wood as a drive through route, 
particularly in the mornings.  The residents have noted a huge increase of traffic down 
the road, which is also a bridleway, particularly in the mornings.  The cars are choosing to 
disregard the 20 mph signs making the road a dangerous place to be on foot and on 
horseback.  There are equally direct routes, designed to take the higher volumes of 
traffic.  Thank you. 



  
 
Oak Science Club made an interesting discovery this week.  They investigated floating and 
sinking and were amazed to discover that an orange floats with its skin on and sinks when 
you take the skin off – it was like the orange having its very own lifejacket!  
 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears Crime Scene  
More investigation took place in the Oak classrooms this week.  This time the children were 
examining evidence and looking for clues as to who had broken the chair and where 
Goldilocks herself was hiding.  Thankfully Goldilocks was found safe and sound and Daddy 
Bear, once again, took the wrap for the damage to the chair!  
 

   

HPA 

 
HPA Annual Quiz Night - Thursday 29th September - 7.30pm for 8.00pm 
The annual HPA quiz night is nearly upon us and the HPA hopes that you will support this 
“free” social event.  Put together a table with your year group or other parents across the 
year groups up to a maximum of 10 people for each table.  It is a lively and very informal 
evening which is a good way for parents to meet up and also for new parents to integrate 
with their year and form reps with or without husbands/wives etc.  
  



The tables are made up of a maximum of 10 participants and each table brings along their 
own food and wine to share.  The evening is from 7.30pm with an 8.00pm start finishing 
around 10.00pm. 
  
The event is capped at 12 tables in total, so be sure not to miss out and get your table 
names in to Sasha Latter, HPA Chair, on sasha@mitchellstephenson.com as quickly as 
possible.  If you would like to come along but do not have a table to join, please email Sasha 
and we can find a table for you to join. 
  
We hope to see you there! 
 

   
  
HPA Boden Party - Monday 3rd October - 3.00pm - 5.15pm  
The HPA will be holding another Boden Party on Monday 3rd October.  The new Autumn 
and Winter ranges will be TOSH on that day for you to see and try on.   
  
The party ordering code will be circulated to all Hazelwood and Nursery parents and staff so 
you can enjoy the benefit of the discount even if you cannot get to the party itself.  The code 
can be used on orders placed on 3rd October and for several weeks afterwards. 
  
Boden will pay free commission to the HPA on anything ordered using the party code so this 
is a great fundraiser for the HPA and a good discount for you too! 
  
Please put the date in your diary and save up your new season Boden order until then as the 
discount at the party can’t be beaten!   
  
 
 
 
 
 

Good Luck to all our pupils taking their LAMDA exams next week.  Go and be brilliant. 
Expectations are high but the quality of your performances will be higher!  
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HPA AGM - Tuesday 11th October - 8.00pm 
Please come along to hear about the events run and funds raised over the past year and the 
plans for this coming year.  We would also like some more people to come on board to help 
out with events so, if you are interested, please do come along or contact Sasha Latter 
on sasha@mitchellstephenson.com  

News from the Kitchen 

Please don’t forget that the new menus for both Hazelwood School and the Nursery & Early 
Years are now on their respective websites under The Parents’ Sections. 
 
Further to conversations last term in the Form Reps meetings, Holroyd Howe have supplied 
some interesting information concerning the sugar content of the dessert pots which the 
children are allowed one of at lunchtimes.  They have calculated the sugar content of the 
range of desserts on offer and compared these to a range of sweet snacks for your 
information and reassurance. 
 

Sugar Content in Desserts 

 
Jelly Pot (120ml) = 22g 

sugar 
 

Haribo Starmix Mini Pack 
(200g) = 120.7g sugar 

 
Yoghurt Pot with Coulis = 

10.5g sugar 
 

Maltesers Standard Bag 
(37g) = 19.9g sugar 

 
Basic Sponge Portion = 

14.4g sugar 
 

Mars Bar Standard Bar 
(54g) = 32.1g sugar 

 
Sticky Toffee Pudding 
Portion = 17.2g sugar 

 

Jelly Babies Bag (215g) 
= 160.4g sugar 

Music Timetable 

The weekly music timetable can be viewed on the Music Notice Board outside the Dining 
Room in the courtyard. I will endeavour to have the coming week’s music timetable on the 
notice board by the end of the school day each Friday. Please ensure that your child brings 
their instrument and music in on the relevant day. It is also important for them to take these 
books and instruments home when they do not need them in school. 
 

Sports Department 

 
Match Reports should be taken to Mrs Greenwood or emailed to her on 
headspa@hazelwoodschool.com ahead of assembly on Monday morning. If your child is 
nominated as captain, please encourage them to write the report in time for the assembly.  
The children do like to share their successes with the rest of the school.  Thank you. 
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What another excellent week for girl’s hockey. We had some very exciting fixtures for the 
U10-U13 girls with some brilliant results. Well done to everyone that played.  Miss Wills 

 

Win 2-1 Wednesday Hockey U13 A Rosehill 

Lost 1-0 Wednesday Hockey U13 B Rosehill 

Won 8-1HG and 1-0 DL Wednesday Hockey U11 A 
Hilden Grange/Derwent 

Lodge 

Drew 2-2 Wednesday Hockey U11 B Derwent Lodge 

Lost 3-2 Wednesday Hockey U11 C Derwent Lodge 

Lost 3-2 Wednesday Hockey U11 D St Michael's 

Won 5-1HG and Won 1-0 DL Wednesday Hockey U10 A 
Hilden Grange/Derwent 

Lodge 

 Win HG3-0 
Loss DL 1-0 

Wednesday Hockey U10 B 
Hilden Grange/Derwent 

Lodge 

Win4-0 Wednesday Hockey U10 C Derwent Lodge 

Win8-0 Wednesday Hockey U10 D Derwent Lodge 

 

Hazelwood’s victory drums beat with new sticks 



    
An application form is included towards the end of the Nutshell. 



Notice Board 

 

Communication sent home this week 
The following letters have been sent home.  If you need a duplicate copy, please contact the 
School Office. 
Ski Trip – Years 4-8 
Year 8 reminder Team Building day 
2M – Mrs Morgan’s University day 
Year 8:  Senior School Choices 

Key Events for Next Week 

Monday 26 September 
European Day of Languages 
1400  Cross Country Hazelwood Relays (H) 
 
Tuesday 27 September 
All day LAMDA Exams 
1430  Football: U9 A-D v St Michael’s (H) 
1430  Hockey: U9A and B v Reigate St Mary’s (H) (ELC) 
1900  HNEY Curriculum Evening 
 
Wednesday 28 September 
All day LAMDA Exams 
Vocab Express League of Champions 

Year 5  Fieldwork trip to Westerham 
1415 Body Percussion Demonstration to Years 2 and 3 
1445 Year 2 Body Percussion Workshop 
1515 Year 3 Body Percussion Workshop 
 
1430  Football: 1st XI, 3rd XI, Colts D, E and F v Sevenoaks Prep (H) 
1430  Football: 2nd XI, Colts A, B and C v Sevenoaks Prep (A) 
1430  Hockey: U13A and B v St Michael’s (H) (ELC) 
1430  Hockey: U11A and U10A v St Michael’s (H) (ELC) 
1430  Hockey: U11B and C/D and U10B v St Michael’s (A) (no D match) 
 
Thursday 29 September 
0835  Interhouse Debating 
Vocab Express League of Champions 
1430  Football: U9 A-D v Copthorne / Caterham (A) 
1430  Football: U8 A - D v Hawthorns (H) 
1430  Hockey: U9A and B v Rosehill (A) 
1430  Hockey: U9C and D v Hawthorns (H) (ELC) 
1430  Hockey: U8A and B/C v Rosehill (H) 
2000  HPA Quiz night 
 
Friday 30 September 
Vocab Express League of Champions 
1315  Welcome to the Library - Year 3 Parents 
1345- Cross Country: U9-U13 Thomas Trophy (Sevenoaks Prep) (A) 
1400   
1815 Year 8 Play rehearsal 
 



Saturday 1 October 
1000  Football: U9A Caterham Tournament (A) 
1000  Football: U10 A and B St Michael’s 5 aside Tournament (A) 
 
Sunday 2 October 
1400- Year 8 Play rehearsal 
1700 
 
 
 

 





 



 


