
 
 
I wanted to start this weekôs Nutshell by reiterating the good news that was shared with you 
all earlier this week; that the Hazelwood Parentsô Information Portal (fondly known as PIP) is 
launching next week.  This innovation has been long requested and has been made possible 
by a change in the schoolôs management system over the summer holiday.  A huge amount 
of work has been going on behind the scenes to make this transition not only possible but as 
smooth as a sheet of ice in winter!  PIP will streamline our communications to parents and 
will, in time, present you with a single destination for all manner of information and school 
updates.  Your personalised activation email will be dropping into an inbox near you soon.  
Do please act on it promptly so that we can begin to use PIP with the confidence that it, and 
we, are interacting with the whole of the schoolôs parent body.  I hope that it meets with all of 
our expectations and that you find it useful and easy to navigate. 

 
The Three Wise Men were present in numerous nativities this week and continued to use the 
bright shining star to navigate their way to Bethlehem and to the baby Jesusô crib-side.  The 
performances continue to belie the age of the children telling the story and, without 
exception, captivated the spellbound audiences.  In one of the performances Mary, was 
doing what every busy mother does; multitasking.  All was seemingly good and well-
balanced, but with arms full of baby and gifts from shepherds and overseas Magi, it all 
became too much. Something had to give and sadly it was Maryôs grip on presents and on 



her new-born.  All fell to the floor with hay-softened thud.  Baby Jesus was happily unharmed 
by the episode and carried on until the end of the show. The Nutshell is delighted to report 
that he went on to lead a full life of miracle-working and resisting temptation.   
 
Speaking of which, I cannot resist the temptation to tell all of you who are joining us at the 
Christmas Concert tonight that you are in for a real treat.  With over 180 children taking part, 
it really is an event which encompasses almost half of the Hazelwood School community.  
We have instrumentalists, vocalists and dramatists (and thatôs just myself, Mrs Young and 
Mrs Housego) whose only Christmas wish is to entertain you and to send you on your way 
merrily whistling When Santa Got Stuck up the Chimney!  Mrs Tulett has filled the Baily Art 
Room with the childrenôs masterpieces and the catering team have created a bespoke 
Christmas Chocolate Tiffin, complete with gold leaf, which will wash down nicely with a glass 
of festive fizz.  The only downside to the whole evening will be the car park so please, 
wherever possible, do car share and keep the inevitable congestion down to a minimum.  I 
hope you enjoy the concert. 
 
Everyone who came along last Saturday to the Christmas Fair certainly enjoyed themselves. 
There was so much to do and see.  The Carousel never stopped turning, Santaôs happy Ho 
Ho Hos never ceased and the sound of happy and excited voices rang out from the minute 
the doors opened to the time they finally closed ready for the big clean up. It was spectacular 
event for which we must thank the members of the HPA who masterminded it, the year 
group parents who manned stalls and attractions, the ladies and gentlemen of Narnia who 
created the most magical of Grottos and the Playstation 4 which created unprecedented 
demand for raffle tickets.  It simply was the best way to herald in Christmas.  The afternoon 
raised a phenomenal £6,000 which is going towards the refurbishment of the libraries on 
both sites.   
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fresh from the Christmas Fair, I threw my Santa hat high in the air in celebration and 
admiration for the U9 rugby teams ï all three of them- who travelled to Hurstpierpoint on 
Wednesday to take part in a Festival of Rugby.  For some of them it was their first time 
playing in an organised competition, for others they were looking to build on a successful 
season last year.  For all of them it was a victorious afternoon and the Hazelwood mini 
buses returned home with three teams and three trophies.  Mr Reayôs full report appears 
later in the Nutshell.  I will steal his thunder, as Heads, occasionally are allowed to do, by 
letting slip the fact that the boys scored over fifty tries between them, giving away less than 
ten! 
 
Finally, I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to our Governors who came into school on 
Wednesday for their annual Immersion Day. They are all busy people so to give up a full day 
is quite an ask.  Nevertheless, they all do it with good grace and seemingly look forward to 
spending their time with the staff and pupils of the school.  They while away the morning in 
the classrooms followed by having lunch with the children.  Without exception, they found 
the pupils to be confident, full of knowledge and enthusiasm for their learning, articulate and 
polite. Even when faced with minor interrogation (in anticipation of a future Inspection) the 
children, as young as those in Year 2), were able to answer in an assured and informed way. 
The teaching was purposeful, imaginative, supportive and stretching.   The Board Meeting 
which followed allowed the discussion of future projects for the school and nursery; all of 
which will be shared in due course and point to exciting, and busy, times ahead.  We are 
lucky to have such a body of experience and professional integrity serving the school. 
 

For a list of emails/letters/texts sent home each week please see the óNotice Boardô further 
down the Nutshell. 

News from The Nursery & Early Years 

This week at the Early Years site has been a particularly special week. The children of Oak 
and Skylarks have enjoyed performing their Christmas nativities. They sang beautifully and 
projected their voices when speaking. The Christmas buzz started with the Christmas gift 
shop and jumper day. There was some fantastic festive knitwear on show! It was wonderful 
to see the children in awe of the transformed Paterson Hall as they perused the shop floor 
for gifts. A huge thank you to the parents that organised and gave up so much time to put on 
such a special event for the children. 

 



 

  
 

  
 
In Fledglings 1 this week we have been playing hide and seek in our Christmas den, as well 
painting and using lots of shiny glitter to make our Christmas decorations. The children have 
enjoyed practising their Christmas songs for the concert on Monday. 
 

  

In Upper Robins, we have been talking about the different weather we experience, such as 
rain, snow, wind and sunshine. We have also enjoyed getting into the Christmas spirit with 
lots of different activities. The childrenôs favourites included, creating snowmen using cotton 
wool, making stained glass baubles and reading many Christmas stories. 
 

This week in Fledglings 2, we 
have been working on our 
fantastic Christmas activities. 
The children have explored fake 
snow, ice and identified shapes 
when printing. Children have 
joined in with the actions when 
practicing for our Christmas 
concert and enjoyed making 
headbands to wear. 

 



  
 
The children in Lower Robins have immersed themselves into a winter wonderland. They 
have worked hard on making various Christmas crafts showing great focus. They have also 
enjoyed matching games with Christmas objects as well as creating a small world arctic 
scene. 
 

Skylarks have been practicing their phonics and handwriting this week in preparation for 
writing their letters to Father Christmas. They have enjoyed outside play, observing the 
changes winter is bringing. The children performed brilliantly in their nativity on Thursday 
morning.  
 
Oak have enjoyed making Christmas cards and calendars to bring home at the end of term. 
They have written Christmas lists, and some children have had a go at writing a letter to 
Father Christmas, trying to think of a question to ask him! The highlight of the week was their 
brilliant performance of the Nativity. They all performed with confidence and we were all very 
proud of them. 
 
 
 
What is on at HNEY next week? 
Monday 11th December- 9.30- Fledglings Christmas concert. 
Tuesday 12th December- Christmas lunch. 
Thursday 14th December- Term finishes for Term time children and Oak reception. 12.30 for 
Oak. 
Friday 15th December- HNEY closure for Christmas holidays. 
 

  

 

ñ I love making 

things at Christmas!ò 

ñ This Christmas 

matching game is 

fun!ò 

For those of you unable to attend the concert tonight, it will be live streamed on HALO! 



 

 

 

         Stars Are       
        Born! 
      The cast of     
this yearôs Oak 
Nativity who 
put on a very 
delightful 
telling of the 
Christmas 
Story.    



News from Hazelwood 

Tri-ple, tri-umphant tri-scorers! 
Over the last two seasons the under 9A rugby squad has travelled to Hurstpierpoint to take 
on the best schools is Sussex in the Hurst Festival. On both previous occasions, we have 
returned triumphant. This year we were aiming for the hat-trick. Additionally, for the first time, 
our B and C squads were travelling with us to compete in their own festivals. Training has 
gone well in the short time since moving across from Football. The boys were all very 
excited as for many this was their first tournament in the Hazelwood colours. 
 
Under 9C  
Many of the players were representing Hazelwood for the first time in a sports tournament.  
It was going to be a tough afternoon playing the best Sussex has to offer, Hurst, Cumnor 
House, Westbourne House, Windlesham House and Handcross Park.  
 

 
 
Under 9B 
This year for the first time, the B team attended the festival at Hurstpierpoint. The boys were 
playing a round robin against Westbourne House, Windlesham House, Cumnor House, 
Brambletye School, and Brighton College. They started off really well with some strong 
attacking running against Westbourne winning two tries to none and continued this against 
Windlesham winning 4-0. They then came up against a strong Cumnor team and our 
defence had to be as organised as our attack. Through a nail biting game, they found 
themselves down for the first time. It was great to see them pick themselves up and throw 
their full efforts into the game to score with barely seconds to go on the clock, producing a 
well-deserved draw of 1-1. The boys then went on to win both of their next two games 
against Brambletye and Brighton 4-1 in each. This then resulted in the boys winning the 
round robin and scoring 15 tries and only conceding three. A fantastic effort from them and 
they thoroughly deserve the trophy with which they were presented. Well done. 
 
 Under 9A 
The A team squad had a tough group featuring Brighton College, Hurst Prep, Cumnor House 
and Bedeôs. Nothing short of a clean sweep would see us through to the finals. Thankfully 
the boys stepped up to the mark with comprehensive victories. Only Cumnor pushed us 
close with the game ending 5 tries to 2 in our favour. The final saw us take on Westbourne 
House. A large Prep School from Chichester with a fearsome rugby history. For the first time 
we found ourselves one try down as we approached the halfway point. The boys knew 

Tackling, passing and running 
forward were key areas of focus 
highlighted by the players in 
advance of the tournament.  
 
Wow did they exceed 
expectation, winning every 
game, running in 23 tries and 
conceding just one. The games 
were played in tremendous spirit 
with our fast, direct running 
game, aggressive 
defence and passing winning 
many fans. A fantastic afternoon 
full of grit, determination and 
improving in every game we 
played.  
 


